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WAR DEPARTMENT. 
W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War. 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE. 
Brigadier-General E. D. Townsend, Adjutant-General. 


ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS 


Issued from the Adjulant-General’s Office for the week ending 
December 16, 1872. 


Tuesday, December 10. 


Transferred.—Private Charles Runnington, U.S. Mil- 
itary Academy detachment of artillery, to the General 
Sservice U. S. Army. 

Discharged.—Recruit John White, Mounted Service 
U.S. Army. 

The superintendent Mounted Recruiting Service will 
cause to be prepared and forwarded under proper charge 
all disposable white recruits to Omaha, Nebraska, where 
they will be reported upon arrival t> the commanding 
general Departmest of the Platte for assignment to the 
Second Cavalry. 

Ordnance Sergeant John Rosenthal, U. 8S. Army, now 
on duty at Long Point Batteries, Provincetown, Massa- 
chusetts, will proceed to Omaha Barracks, Nebraska, 
and report to the commanding officer for duty at that 

st. 

The extension of leave of absence granted Lieutenant- 
Colonel Alexander McD. McCook, Tenth Infantry, in 
Special Orders No. 103, November 6, 1872, from head- 
quarters Military Division of the Missouri, is further 
extended ten days. 

The leave of absence granted First Lieutenant John 
C. Scantling, Second Artillery, in Special Orders No. 
253, November 29, 1872, from headquarters Department 

of the South, is extended sixty days. 


Wednesday, December 11. 


By direction of the President, and in accordance with 
section 26 of the act of July 28, 1866, First Lieutenant 
William B. McCallum, Fifth Artillery, is hereby detail- 
ed as Professor of Military Science and Tactics at the 
Western University of Pennsylvania, P*ttsburg, Penn- 
sylvania, and will report accordingly. 

Leave of absence for thirty days is granted Second 
Lieutenant C. C, Wolcott, Third Artillery, acting signal 
officer. 

So much. of paragraph 2, Special Orders No. 51, of 
February 29, 1872, trom this office, as directs that the 
cost of transportation furnished Private Roderick Ger- 
raty, Battery L, Second Artillery, be charged against 
him upon the rolls of his command, is hereby revoked. 

Leave of absence for four months, with permission to 
apply for an extension of two months to go beyond sea, 
is granted Assistant Surgeon Alfred Delany. 

Leave of absence for six months, on surgeon’s cert;fi- 
cate of disability, with permission to go beyond sea, is 
granted Assistant Surgeon Frank Reynolds. 

The superintendent Mounted Recruiting Service will 
prepare and forward under proper charge all disposable 
colored recruits to Galveston, Texas, where they will be 
reported upon arrival to the commanding general De- 
partment of Texas for assignment to the Ninth Cav- 


alry. 
Thursday, December 12. 


Discharged.—Second-Class Privates Max Reich and 
George W. Reeves, ordnance detachment U. S. Army; 
Private Martin V. B. Gantt, general service U.S. Army; 
Unattached Private Joseph H. Faller, Seventh Cavalry. 

So much of paragraph 6, Special Orders No. 315, De- 
cember 4, 1872, from this office, as directs Second Lieu- 
tenant Henry A. Reed, Second Artillery, to hold him- 
self in readiness at Fort Macon, North Carolina, to 
make payments to claimants near that station, is re- 
voked. 

Under paragraph 1, General Orders No. 79, August 8, 
1872, from this office, Second Lieutenant Edgar S. Dud- 
ley, Second Artillery, will hold himself in readiness at 
Fort Macon, North Carolina, to make payments to 
claimants at points near that station, under special in- 
structions to be communicated by the Adjutant-Gen- 
eral of the Army. 

41 ransferred.—By direction of the President, Second 
Lieutenant Alfred H. Rogers, Fifteenth Infantry, to the 
Eighth Cavalry. 

Friday, December 13. 


By direction of the President, the board to retire dis- 
abled officers convened in Philadelphie, Pennsylvania, 
by Special Orders No. 201, May 23, 1871, from this office, 
is dissolved. 

By direction of the President, a board to retire disa- 
bled officers, in pursuance of the act of Congress of the 
3d of August, 1861, will convene at New York city, 
New York, on the 20th day of December, 1872, or as 
soon thereafter as practicabls, for the examination of 
such officers as may be brought before it. Detail for 
the board: Major-General W. 8. Hancock ; Colonel Ru- 
fus Ingalls, assistant quarterm eral; Colonel 
George W. Getty, Third Artillery: Surgeon John M. 
Cuyler ; Surgeon John Moore. The presiding officer will 
appoint a recorder for the board. 

following-named officers will report by letter to 


Major-General Winfield 8. Hancock, president of the re- 
tiring board convened in New York city by Special Or- 
ders No. 326, December 13, 1872, from this office, and 


will hold themselves in readiness to appear before the | Fort C 


board for examination when summoned: Colonel S. W. 
Crawford, Second Infantry ; Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas 
Duncan, Fifth Cavalry. 

The leave of absence granted Major Jacob E. Burbank, 
paymaster, in Special Orders No. 131, June 7, 1872, and 
amended by Special Orders No. 134, June 11, 1872, from 
this office, is extended four months. 

Upon receipt of this order, Hospital Steward Marion 
B. Mondurant, U. 8. Army (recently appointed from pri- 
vate, Company I, Third Cavalry), will proceed to the 
headyuarters Department of Texas and report to the 
commanding general of that department for assignment 
to duty. 

Discharged.—Private Frederick E. McArthur, Com- 
pany D, Fourteenth Infantry; Recruit Clark R. Davis, 
mounted service U. 8S. Army; Private William E. Hen- 
dricks, general service U.S. Army; Private Henry J. 
S. Faucett, Company B, Sixth Cavalry. 


Saturday, December 14. 


The leave of absence granted First Lieutenant Thomas 
J. Spencer, Tenth Cavalry, in Special Orders No. 246, 
October 9, 1872, from this office, is extended six months, 
with permission to go beyond sea. 

Leave of absence from January 1, 1873, to June 1, 
1873, is granted First Lieutenant William S. Mackay, 
Third Infantry. 

The resignation of First Lieutenant William 8. Mac- 
kay, Third Infantry, has bzen accepted by the President, 
to take effect June 1, 1873. 

The telegraphic order of the 13th instant, from this 
office, directing Lieutenant-Colonel Charles R. Woods, 
Fifth Infantry, to repair to this city on public business, 
is confirmed. When his presence here is no longer re- 
quired, Lieutenunt-Colonel Woods will return to New- 
ark, Ohio. 

Discharged.—Private Robert Loughridge, Company 
H, Second Cavalry ; Private John B. Hanshe, alias John 
Benjamin, Company A, First Cavalry; Recruit John 
Robinson, mounted service U. 8. Army. 

The extension of leave of absence granted First Lieu- 
tenant Joseph M. Kelley, Tenth Cavalry, in Special Or- 
ders No. 104, November 13, 1872, from headquarters 
Military Division of the Missouri, is further extended 


ten days. 
Monday, December 16. 


On the recommendation of the Quartermaster-Gen- 
eral, the following changes in the stations and duties of 
officers of the Quartermaster’s Department are hereby 
made: Military Storekeeper John F. Rogers is relieved 
from duty at Jeffersonville Depot, Indiana, and will re- 
lieve Military Storekeeper Charles A. Alligood of his 
duties at Schuylkill Arsenal, Pennsylvania. Military 
Storekeeper Alligood, upon being thus relieved, will 
proceed to Columbia, South Carolina, and relieve Mili- 
tary Storekeeper William P, Martin of his assignment 
pos f duties at that place, reporting by letter to the 
commanding general Department of the Scuth. Mili- 
tary Storekeeper Martin, upon being relieved at Colum- 
bia, will report in person to the commanding general 
Military Division of the Pacific for assignment to duty. 
Military Storekeeper Addison Barrett is relieved from 
duty at Yerba Buena Island, California, and will report 
in person for duty at Jeffersonville Depot, Indiana. 

The leave of absence granted Captain Lemuel Pettee, 
Twenty-fifth Infantry, in Special Orders No. 179, Octo- 
ber 8, 1872, from headquarters Department of Texas, is 
extended five months, 3 

Discharged.—Private William C. Coley, general ser- 
vice U. S. Army. 

A board to consist of Colonel R. B. Marcy, Inspector- 
general, Colonel Rufus Ingalls, assistant quartermaster- 
general, Captain J.G. ©. Lee, assistant quartermaster, 


will assemble at Schuylkill Arsenal, Philadelphia, on | dg 


the 18th day of December, 1872, or as soon thereafter as 
practicable, to examine into the condition of certain 
clothing which has been subjected to George A. Cowles 
& Co.’s process for its preservation. The board will re- 
port whether or not any of the clothing has become dam- 
aged since being prepared by the process mentioned, 
from causes against which it is guaranteed as a protec- 
tion, and whether or not in their opinion it is advisable 
to continue its use. The Quartermaster-General will 
lay before the board all papers on file relating to the 
subject, and will notify the contractors interested of the 
meeting of the board. The board will forward their re- 
port to the Quartermaster-General. The junior mem- 
ber of the board will act as recorder: 








CHANGES OF STATIONS. 
The following is a list of the changes of stations of troops reported 
at the War Department since last report : 
Company C, Third Cavalry, from Fort D. A. Russell, W. T., to 


Fort Fetterman, W. T. 
Headquarters Fourth Cavalry, from Fort Richardson, Tex., to 


Fort Concho, Tex. 
Company I, Seventh Cavalry, from Shelbyville, Ky., to Lebanon, 
*Eampany H, Seventh Cavalry, from Livingston, Als.,to Nash- 
Co: L, Seventh Cavalry, from Yorkville, 8. C., to Shreve- 
P Company M, Seventh Cavairy, from Unionville, 8. C., to Oxford, 


Damgonsy @, Bight Cavsiry, from Fort Selden, N. M., to Fort 
Stanton, ° 


Company D, Second Artillery, from Raleigh, N. ©., to Charlotte, 


N.C. 
C end t, to Bi T. 
Company Dy oe Aoaliory, to ales Gite 4.7. 


Compen Fourth Artillery, to San Jose, Cal. 
Company B, Four Artillery, te Fort Cepe Disappointment, 





iW 








an 


Companies A K, Fourth Artillery, to Presidio, Cal. 
@ Headquarters Eleventh Infantry, from Fort Griffin, Tex., to Fort 
Richardson, Tex 


Company F, Fifteenth Iafantry, from Fort Bayard, N. M., to 
ummi N 


Company G, Fifteenth Infantry, from Fort Cummings, N. M., to 


Fort Bay: - M. 8 F 
Sixteenth , from St. A la., to 
Frankfort: Icy. teenth Infantry, m ugustine, Fla., 
i G Twenty-fifth Infantry, from Fort Gibson, I. T., to 


Fort 8: 
Post Discontinued.—Shelbyville, Ky. 


zx 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURL 
Lieutenant-Gen. P. H. Sheridan: Hdq’rt’rs Chicago, Il. 
DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA. 
Brigadier-General Alfred H. Terry: Headquarters, St. Paul, Minn. 


Leave of absence for fifteen days December 5 was 
oes Major G. W. Candee, paymaster U. S. Army. 

fore taking advantage of this leave, Major Candes was 
directed to transfer all public funds in his possession to 
Major William Smith, paymaster U. S. Army. 


The following-named officers were ordered to accom- 
pany the major-general commanding to New York city, 
changing stations, viz: Captain J. 8. Wharton, Nine- 
teenth Infantry, aide-de-camp; Captain W. G. Mitchell, 
Fifth Infantry, aide-de-camp; First Lieutenant G. 8. L. 
Ward, Twenty-second Infantry, aide-de-camp. 


Captain J. S. Wharton, Nineteenth Infantry, dide-de- 
camp, was ord to transfer the records and property 
for which he is responsible, — to the office of 
acting ordnance officer, to Lieutenant-Colonel H. C. 
Ransom, deputy quartermaster-general U.S. Army, chief 
quartermaster of the department. Captain W. G. Mitch- 
ell, Fifth Infantry, aide-de-camp, the property for 
which he is responsible, pertaining to the office of acting 
signal officer, to Major W. H. Lewis, Seventh Infantry, 
A. A. I. G. of the department. 


Defective Ammunition.—Complaints of defective am- 
munition having recently been received at department 
headquarters from several, posts in the department, 
post commanders are directed to subject all the va- 
rious kinds of ammunition at their respective posts to 
such practical tests, before a board of survey, as will de- 
termine with great certainty that which nay be reason- 
ably considered defective, if any such be found on hand. 
This will at once be separated, and set aside from the 
good, and reported on inventory and inspection reports 
to department headquarters, for the further orders of the 
departmentcommander. Each post commander will also 
render a special report, explaining in detail the method 
pursued in making the required test, the result thereof, 
the amount of each kind of ammunition considered as 
defective, and when it when it was received at the post, if 
practicable to ascertain. Requisitions in due form will 
be immediately thereafter submitted, to supply any defi- 
ciency of good, serviceable ammunition which may be 
ascertained to exist. : 

Seventeenth Infantry.—Second Lieutenant J. H. Rice, 
Company G, is officially announced as first lieutenant 
same company, to date October 20, 1872, vice Troxel, ap- 
pointed regimental quartermaster. 

Fort Rice.—The commanding officer of Fort Rice Dec. 
7 was ordered to detail a subaltern from his command, 
for detached duty at Grand River Agency, D. T., until 
such time as anothér officer belonging to the companies 
stationed at that post shall rejoin. 

Twenty-second Infantry.—Leave of absence for thirty 
days December 7 was granted First Lieutenant N. D. 
Badger, with permission to apply at headquarters Mili- 
tary Division of the Missouri for an extension of thirty 
days. 

Second Cavalry.—Leave of absence for thirty days 
December 7 was granted Firat Lieutenant 8. T. Hamil- 
ton, with permission to apply for an extension of ninety 








ys. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI. 


Brigadier-Generral John Pope: Headquarters, Fort Leavenworth. 


The Topeka Commonwealth says: ‘ Major-General 
Pope and staff, together with an escort under command 
of Lieutenant Lewis, left Fort Leavenworth this week 
for a tour through New Mexico. The officers who ac- 
companied General Pope were General Williams, adju- 
tant-general and chief of staff; Captain Iisley, A. D.C. ; 
Dr. Perine, medical director of the ent; Colonel 
Chandler, department quartermaster, and Major Swain, 
judge-advocate. We understand that the mission isa 
very important one, and that the tour will include a 
visit to all the military posts of New Mexico. General 
Pope will be absent about thirty days, The escort will 
be increased by the addition of a company of cavalry 
from one of the frontier posts.” : 

Third Infantry.—Second Lieutenant W.S. Mackay 
has been promoted to be first lieutenant, to date from 
November 1, 1872, vice Bonsall, ed, which carries 
him to Company G. Lieutenant Mackay was ordered 
to join his proper company. 

Fifth In wy ong | of absence for thirty days has 

been ae aptain E. P. Ewers, to take effect De- 
cember 20. 
Hays, Kas.—Leave of absence for twenty days, 
with permission, Suse ET, Gazeal extension of ten days, 
was granted Post Gamaliel Collins, U.S. Army, 
December 11. : 

Jenth Cavalry.—Leave of absence for thirty days, to 
take effect when, in the opinion of his post 


his servies can beet be cparad, Devesber Ii was granted 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE. 
Brigadier-General BE. O.C. Ord, Headquarters, Omaha, Nébraska, 

Major T. H. Stanton, paymaster, November 21 was as- 
signed to duty at department headquarters under the 
orders of the chief paymaster of the department. 

Major H. B. Burnham, judge-advocate, November 20 
was announced as judge-advocate of this department. 

The leave of absence for twelve days granted Assist- 
ant Surgeon George P. Jaquette, Medics] Departinent, 
in par. 1, 8. O. No. 208, c. s., from department headquar- 
ters, was extended six days, November 9. 

The board of officers couvened by par. 1, 8, O. No. 180, 
ce. 8., and par. 2,8. 0. No. 201, c. s, irom department 
headquarters, has been dissolved. The officers composing 
it will report for duty at their respective stations. 

Fort Fetlerman, W.T.—TheGeneral Court-martial 
which convened at Fort Fetterman, W. T., pursuant to 
par. 1, 8. O. No. 145, c. s., from department headquar- 
ters, and of which Lieutenant-Colonel George A. Wood- 
ward, Fourteenth Infantry, is president, and First Lieu- 
tenant Robert P. Warren, Fourtsen:h Infantry, judge- 
udvoeate, dissolved October 28. 

Third Cavalry.—Company C, December 9 was ordered 
by rail to Medicine Bow Station, and to march thence to 
Fort Fetterman, W. T., and thore take post 

Ninth Infantry.—lLeave of absence for fifteen days 
was granted Second Lieutenant Hayden De Lany De- 
cember 7. 

Second Cavalry.—In our issue of Decamber 7, in giv- 
ing the record of target practice and noting Company B 
ng the best for October, we mentioned Lieutenant Nor- 
— ay commanding, when it should have been Nor- 
wood. 

Lhird Cavalry.—Lieutenant-Colonel Cuvier Grover 
was assigned to the command of Fort Fetterman, W. T., 
December 12. 

Camp Douglas, U. T.—A General Court-martial was 
appointed to meet at CampDouglas, U.T., Dec. 19. Detail 
for the court: Lieutenant-Colonel Albert G. Bracxett, 
Second Cavalry; Majors Israel O. Dewey,Pay Department, 
John V. Du Bois, Third Cavalry; Captains Alfred L. 
Hough, Thirteenth Infantry, Edward D. Baker, Quar- 
termaster’s Department, David S. Gordon, Henry E. 
Noyes, Second Cavalry, Gustavus A. Hull, M.S. K., 
Quartermaster’s Department, William A. Jones, Corps 
of Engineors. Major H. B. Burnham, judge-advocate U. 
8S. Army, judge-advocate. 

DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS. 
Brigadier-General C. C. Augur: Headquarters San Antonio, Texas. 

The headquarters of the Fourth Cavalry and two 
companies of that regiment now at Fort Richardson, to 
be designated by the regimental commander, December 
3 were ordered to be transferred to Fort Concho, Texas, 
to which post they were ordered. On his arrival at 
Fort Concho, the commanding officer of the Fourth Cav- 
alry will assume command of that post. 

Major A. E. Latimer December 3 was relieved from 
daty at Fort Griffin, and ordered to Fort Richardson, 
Texas. On the arrival at Fort Concho of the command- 
ing officer Fourth Cavalry, Major J. P. Hatch was or- 
dered to be relieved from duty at that post,and to 
proceed to San Antonio, Texas, reportiug for special 
duty at se headquarters. 

Captain Joseph Rendlebrock, November 21 was ordered 
to take charge of the quartermaster’s train to be sent 
from Fort Sill and conduct it to San Antonio, Texas, 
where it was to be turned over to the chief quartermas- 
ter of the department. He was ordered to receive from 
the several posts on his line of march, for transportation 
to the ordnance depot at San Antonio, such surplus and 
unserviceable ordnance and ordnance stores as the com- 
manding officers may desire to send. From Fort Rich- 
ardson, Captain Rendlebrock was to take charge of, and 
conduct to their destination, such recruits and horses for 
the Fourth Cavalry as the commander of the post may 
turn over to him. 

The Fourth Cavalry and the Comanches.—A corre- 
spondent, writing from Fort Concho, Texas, under date 
of December 1 says: Having read two or three state- 
ments (published in late newspapers) of the battle the 
Fourth Cavalry had with the Comanche Indians, last 
September on the north fork of Red river, I take 
the liberty of correcting all of said statemeats in 
one particular, viz: damage done on both sides. Our 
loss was one enlisted man killed in the fight, and three 
enlisted men wounded, one of whom died jourteen days 
afterwards, in Supply Camp on the Freshwater fork of 
the Brazos river. The Indions lost some seventy or 
eighty killed and one hundred and twenty squaws and 
papooses captured. Twenty-three dead bodies of In- 
diuns were collected on the ground after the fight. 
These last General Mackenzie reported, but there were 
a great many Comanches killed who were thrown by the 
usuer Indians into a large water hole near where they fell. 
Some of our officers saw six or seven dead Indians lying 
behind a stump, and a good many who were mortall 
wounded crawled off the field and afterward died. i 
think the Fourth Cavalry can claim the honor of having 
had the biggest and most successful fight of any cavalry 
stationed in Texas. In October another Indian camp 
was captured by Lieutenant Vernou and a detachment 
of the Fourth Cavalry, near the Colorado river, the In- 
dians decamping, and leaving everything behind them, 
which was destroyed by Lieutenant Vernou’s detach- 
ment. A short time before, a sergeant of Captain Heyl’s 
company, K, Fourth Cavalry, went about two miles 
from the command to look for water, and found some in 
a ravine where he halted and watered his horse; while 
doing so he was fired upon by a few Indians concealed 
in the thick brush on the other side of the ravine, and 
was instantly killed and scalped by the Indians, who suc- 
ceeded in getting off, taking with them the sergeant’s 
arms and horse, although tain Heyl was but two 
miles off with his company, and immediately gave chase, 
following the Indians from eight to ten miles. The 
Indians -escaped by riding off bare backed horses, and 
abandoning everything else. Oaptain Heyl collected 
and destroyed everything that this party left behind, - 
, Hleventh Infantry —The headquarters of the Eleventh 





Infantry December 3 were transferred from Fort Griffin 
to Fort Richardson, Texas. On his arrival at Fort 
Richardson, the commarding officer of the Eleventh In- 
fantry assumed command of that post. Lieutenant-Col- 
onel G. P. Buell, December 3 was relieved frum duty at 
Fort Richardson and ordered to Fort Griffin, Texas, 
and, on the departure of Colonel Wood was ordered to 
asiume command of that post. 

Texas and Pacific Railroad.—The commanding officer 
Fort Richardson, Texas, December 3 was ordered to de- 
tail one officer, two non issioned officers, and twen- 
ty-five privates from the Eleventh Infantry, from that 
post as escort to the engineer party of the Texas and 
Pacific railroad, under Mr. Hodge, and directed it to 
report to him at Weatherford, Texas. One of the acting 
ass‘stant surgeons at Fort Richardson was also ordered 
to be sent with this party, which was to be provided 
with thirty days’ supplies of all kinds. When the infan- 
try escort reaches Mr., Hodge, Captain Humfreville’s 
company, K, Ninth Cavalry, was to be relieved, and to 
proceed .to Fort McKavett, Texas, where the captain 
was ordered to report by letter to department headquar- 
ters for further orders. When notified by the engineer 
in charge, when and where their services are necessary, 
the commanding officer Fort Griffin was ordered to de- 
tail one officer, two non-commissioned officers, and 
twenty privates of the Fourth Cavalry, from that post, 
to report as escort to the engineering party of the Texas 
and Pacific railroad in charge of Mr. Hodge. 
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MILITARY DIVISION OF THE SOUTH. 


Major-General I. McDowell: Headq’rs, Louisville, Ky. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH. e- 
Major-General 7. McDowell: Headquarters, Louisville, Kentucky. 

Major-General lrvin McDowell, December 11 relieved 
Brigadier-General Alfred H. Terry in the command of 
the department, and announced the following as the de- 
partment staff: Aides-de-Camp—First Lieutenants 
John H. Coster, Eighth Cavalry, Asa Bird Gardner, 
First Artillery, James H. Jones, Fourth Cavalry. Ad- 
jutant-General’s Department—Major J. H. Tuylor, as- 
sistant adjutant-general; First Lieutenant and Aide-de- 
Camp James H, Jones, acting assistant adjutant-general. 
Judge-Advocate—First Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp 
Asa Bird Gardner, acting juige-advocate. Quartermas- 
ter’s Department—Lieutenant-Colonel James A. Ekin, 
deputy quartermaster-general U.8. Army. Subsistence 
Department—Major T. J. Haines, commissary of sub- 
sistence. Medical Department—Surgeon W. J. Sloan, 
medical director. Pay Department—Colonel D. M:Clure, 
assistant paymaster-general U. 8S. Army. Ali official 
communications will be addressed to the assistant adja- 
tant-general Department of the South. : 

Sixth Cavalry.—Company K, December 9 was relieved 
from duty at Meridian, Mississippi, and ordered to Fort 
Harker, Kansas, reporting by telegraph upon arrival at 
St. Louis, to the commanding general Department cof 
the Missouri. The t of Meridian, Mississippi, has 
been discontinued. The supplus public property and 
stores will be transferred to the proper staff officers at 
the post of Jackson, Mississippi. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. 
Colonel W. H. Emory: Headquarters, New Orleans, La. 

A. A. Surgeon William Deal, U.S. Army, December 
2 was relieved from duty at Holly Springs, Mississippi, 
and ordered to Aberdeen, Miss., for duty, relieving Act- 
ing Assistant Surgeon Christopher Happoldt, whose 
contract is annulled. 

8. O. No. 134, c. s., from department headquarters was 
revoked December 8. 

Assistant Surgeon V. B. Hubbard, U. 8. Army, at 
Fert Jefferson, Florida, November 26 was directed to re- 
port in person at department headquarters for assign- 
ment to duty. 

Nineteenth Infantry—Upon the arrival of the first 
company or detachment of the Fourth Infantry, at the 
post of Little Rock, Arkansas, Captain H. E. Stansbury, 
under orders of ‘December 6, was ordered to transfer the 
command of that post to the senior officer present, and 

roceed without delay, with his company, K, Nineteenth 
lohaire, to Baton Rouge, La. The commanding officer 
post of Jackson, Mississippi, December 6 was ordered to 
detail a detachment, to consist of one commissioned offi- 
cer, one sergeant, one corporal and nine privates, with in- 
structions to proceed to Holly Springs, Miss., and relieve 
the detachment of the Nineteenth Infantry under com- 
mand of Lieutenant Williams, now on duty there. Up- 
on being relieved, Second Lieutenant Williams was 
ordered with his detachment to Jackson Barracks, Louis- 


iana. 
First Artillery—Major William H. Johnston, pay- 
master U.S. Army, December 4 was ordered to Barran- 
cas Barracks, Florida, for the purpose of paying, to Octo- 
ber 31, the batteries of the First Artillery stationed 
there. After which he will return to his station in this 
city. 
Major George L. Febiger, chief paymaster of the de- 
ro atl December 4 te estuah te Key West and 
ort Jefferson, Florida, for the purpose of paying the 
batteries of the First Artillery stationed there. After 
which he will return to his station in this city. 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC. 

Major-General W. S. Hancock : Hdqrtrs, Philadelphia. 
: DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 

Maj.-Gen. W.S. Hancock: Headg’rs. cor. Greene and Houston sts.,N.¥, 
The following officers were registered at headquarters 
Department of the East for the week ending December 
17, 1872: Colonel F. F, Flint, Fourth Infantry ; Assist- 
ant Surgeon C. E. Munn, U. S. Army; Major E. H. 
Ludington, assistant inspector-general; Colonel John 
N. Macomb, Corps of i ; Second Lieutenant G. 
% Seg, Fifth Artillery ; First Lieutenent P. D. Vroom, 
Cavalry; 
’ 








ColoneljR: C. Drum, assistant adjutan 
Captain B. 3. Keoer Eighteen 





* enth Infantry ; 
Fist Liontonan¢ Thoman Turia, Ones of Engineer | 


Mitchell, of his staff, recorder for the retiring toard or- 
dered to convene at New York on December 20 and of 
which General Hancock is president. 

In consequence of there being no General Court-mar- 
tial at present in session at Governor's Island, N. Y. H., 


First Lieutenant O. E. Michaelis, Ordnance Depart- 


ment, December 17 was ordered to return to his proper 
station, Watertown Arsenal, Mass. 

Assistant Surgeon H. RK. Tilton, U. S. A., December 
16 was ordered to David’s Island, N. Y. H., for duty as 
post surgeon, relieving Assistant Surgeon Washington 
Matthews, U. S. Army, who thereupon was directed to’ . 
report in person at department headquarters. 

Third Artillery—A General Court-martial was ap- 
pointed to meet at David’s Island, N. Y. H., December 
18.. .‘The following officers of the Third Artillery were - 
detailed for the court: Major R. V. W. Howard ; First 
Lieutenants J. M. Lancaster, J. F. Mount, E. ©. Knower; 
Second Lieutenants H. C. Danes, Charles Selimer. 
First Lieutenant Charles Humphreys, judge-advocate. 

A General Court-martial was appcinted to meet at 
Fort Monroe, Va., December 18. Detail for the court: 
Major G. A. De ‘Russey, Third Artillery; Captains 
Richard Lodor, Fourth Artillery, 7. W. Piper, Fifth 
Artillery; First Lieutenants R. G. Shaw, First Artil- 
lery, J. L. Mast, Second Artillery; Second Lieutenants 
J. H. Gifford, Second Artillery, William Everett, 
Fourth Artillery. First Lieutenant W. A. Kotbe, IJr., 
Tbird Artillery, judge-advocate. 

Fifih Artillery—A General Court-martial was ap-— 
pointed to meet at Piattsburg Barracks, New York, De- 
cember 19. Assistant Surgeon L. Y. Loring, U.S. A., 
and the following officers of the Fifth Artillery, were 
fetailed for the court: Captain W. F. Randolph, First 
Lieutenants J. R. Brinckle,G. V. Weir, Joseph Keeffe, 
Second Lieutenant G. N. Whistler. First Lieutenant 
Wells Willard, judge-advocate. 

A General Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Fort Adams, R. I., December 18. The following officers 
of the Fifth Artillery were detailed for the court‘ Cap- 
tins H. A. Du Pont, B. F. Rittenhouse; First Lieuten- 
ants W. E. Van Reed, C. C. McConnell, W. B. Beck, R. 
Q. M.; Second Lieutenants A. L. Morton, W. B. Homer. 
First Lieutenant B. K. Roberts, judge-advocate. 

DEPARTMENT OF THK LAKES. 
Brigadier-General P, St. G. Cooke: Headquarters, Detrowt, Mich. 

Fort Wayne, Mich.—The General Court-martial which 
convened at Fort Wayne, Michigan, December 4, 1872, 
pursuant to 8. O. No. 122, paragraph 1, December 3, 
1872, from department headquarters, and of which Sur- 
geon Joseph R. Smith, U. 8. Army, is president, dis- 
solved December 7. 

First Infantry—Leave of absence for ten days was 
granted First Lieutenant Allen Smith, adjutant First 
Tafanti y, December 13. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC. 
Major-Gen. J. M. Schofield : Hdqrtrs San Francisco, Cal. © 
The following officers report:d at these headquarters 
during the week ending December 3, 1872: First Lieu- 
tenant Wm. R. Parnell, First Cavalry; First Lieuten- 
ant W. L. Sherwood, Twenty-first Infantry ; Captain C. 
H. Hoyt, Quartermaster’s Department; Major J. Stew- 
art, Fourth Artillery; Major C. H. Morgan, Fourth Ar- 
tillery; Major E. A. Carr, Fifth Cavalry. 

Pursuant.to instructions from the Secretary of War, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Robert Murray, assistant medical 
purveyor U. S. Army, November 30 was ordered to 
Washington, D. C., reporting to the Adjutant-General 
of the Army. During the absence of Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Murray, Captain Henry Johnson, medical storekeep- 
er, was directed to perform the duties of medical pur- 
veyor. 

Second. Artillery—Surgeon Horace R. Wirtz, U.S. 
Army, December 2 was ordered to accompany Battery 
B, on the 4th instant to its station in the Department of 
the East, as medical officer. Onthe completion of which 
duty he will return to his station in this city. 

First Lieutenant James H. Lord, regimental quarter- 
master November 29 was ordered on completion of the 
duties for which he was detained by paragraph 1, S. O. 
No. 209, c. s., from headquarters Military Division of the 
Pacific to join the headquarters of his regiment at Fort 
McHenry, Maryland. 

Battery B, Nov. 29 was ordered to the Department of 
the East to the station designated by the commanding 
officer of that department, agreeably to orders from the 
headquarters of the Army, via Omaha, Nebraska, on the 
4th of December. All ,enlisted men belonging to the 
Second Artillery at Alcatraz Island, except those under- 
going sentence, were ordered at the same time to be 
taken with Battery B, and sent to the headquarters of 
the regiment, Fort McHenry, Md. 

DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA. 


Second Artillery.—Captain Edward R. Platt, having 
completed the duty upon which he was detained in San 
Francisco, Cal., December 3 was ordered to join his bat- 
tery in the Department of the South. 

Fifth Cavalry.—Leave of absence -for sixty days De- 
cember 3 was granted to Major William B. Royall, with 
permission to go beyond the limits of the Military Divi- 
sion of the Pacific. 

Fourth Artillery.—The field officers and batteries of 
the Fourth Artillery, on arrival, were ordered to take sta- 
tion as follows: Major Joseph Stewart, and Batteries C 
and L, at Sitka, Alaska ; Major Charles H. Morgan, and 
Battery D, at Alcatraz Island, Cal. ; Battery G, at Point 
San Jose, California; Battery H, at Fort Cape Disap- 
pointment, W. T.; Batteries A and K, at the Presidio of 
San Francisco, Cal. Those designated for posts in the 
harbor were ordered to proceed at once to their respec- 
tive stations on arrival. Those for the Department of 
the Columbia, to the Presidio, to await transportation. 

Camp Halleck, Nev.—A General Court-martial was 

inted to meet at Camp Halleck, Nevada, January 
1% Detail for the court: Major Henry R. Mizner, 





/Twelfth Infantry ; Captain C. 


B. Throckmorton, Heary 
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C. Hasbrouck, Fourth Artillery; First Lieutenant John 
M. Norvell, regimental adjutant, Twelfth Infantry ; Sec- 
ond Lieutenants John Simpson, Fourth Artillery, Geo. 
R. Bacon, First Cavalry. First Lieutenant E. M. Camp, 
Twelfth Infantry, judge-advocate. 

Gamp McDermit, Nev.—A General Court-martial was 
appointed to meet at Camp McDermit, Nevada, Janu- 
aty 16. Detailfor the ccurt: Major Henry R. Mizner, 
Twelfth Infantry; Captains C. B. Throckmorton, Henry 
C. Hasbrouck, Fourth Artillery, Henry Wagner, First 
Cavalry: First Lieutenant John M. Norvell, regimental 
adjutant, Twelfth Infantry; Second Lieutenant John 
Simpson, Fourth Artillery. Second Lieutenant Thomas 
T. Knox, First Cavalry, judge-advocate. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA. 
Brigadier-General E. R. 8. Canby ; Headquarters, Portiand; Oregon. 


Captain Charles H. Hoyt, assistant quartermaster U. 
8. Army, December 2 was ordered to Camp Warner, Or- 
egon, to report by letter to the commanding officer De- 
partment of the Columbia, for assignment. 

Leave of absence, to include December 31, 1872, has 
been granted Major George P. Ihrie, paymaster, on com- 
pletion of the payment of the troops at Fort Boise upon 
the muster of October 31, 1872. 

Fort Colville, W. T.—The General Court-martial 
which convened at Fort Colville, W. T., pursuant to 
paragraph 1, S. O. No. 180, c. s., from department head- 
quarters and of which Major George P. Ibrie, Pay De- 
partment, is president, dissolved November 30. 

Twenty-first Infantry.—Major Mason, with the effec- 
tive force of Companies B and C, December 3 was or- 
dered as rapidly as possible to Jacksonville, Oregon, and 
thence, as the latest information may determine, to Fort 
Klamath or directly to the Link river settlements in 
southern Oregon, reporting by courier from Jackson- 
ville to the commanding officer District of the Lakes, 
and the commanding officer at Fort Klamath. Acting 
Assistant Surgeon J. B. White, at the same time was 
ordered to report in person to Major Edwin C. Mason, 
for duty with his command. 








THE St. Paul (Minn.) Pioneer, of December 11, says; 
“ The departure to-morrow of Major-General Hancock, 
United States Army, with his family, and the officers of 
his personal staff. General Mitchell and Captains 
Wharton and Ward, to the head-quarters in New York 
City of the important military division to the command 
of which he has been assigned, will bea scourceof deep 
reegret to this community. Many of the personal 
friends of General Hancock in this city, desirous of - test- 
ifying in some way their appreciation of the man and 
the gallant soldier, tendered to him a complimentary 
banquet before his departure, but this General Hancock 
reluctantly declined, upon account of pressing engage- 
ments, Although our citizens have thus been debarred 
from giving expression in a public manner to their sen- 
timents of esteem and regard. General Hancock will 
carry with him to his more enlarged and useful field of 
labor the heartfelt wishes of a numuerless host of warm 
friends inthis military department for his continued 
health and prosperity. St. Paul will never forget that 
for nearly three years she had the honor of numbering 
among her citizens such a distinguishd military ohief- 
tain es Major-General Winfield 8. Hancock. 








A WASHINGTON newspaper despatch says: “ General 
Howard, the special Indian, commissioner, has received a 
letter from Dr. Orr, the post surgeon at Camp Bowie, 
Arizona, dated November 23, in which it is stated that 
Agent Jefferds had arrived at that post and procured 
supplies for the Indians in his charge. About 800 Apa- 
ches are now on the reservation, and more, who were 
down on the Sonora line, came in on November 20.and are 
for the present quartered ata place known as the Pinery, 
about twenty miles from Bowie. They number some 
three hundred. Cochise’s band numbers from twelve 
hundred to thirteen hundred. No depredations have 
bsen committed since the establishment of peace. Agent 
Jefferds has moved the camp from Texagoon Springs, 
about four miles across the road toward the San Pedro, 
where the grass is more plentiful. The Indians have 
planted a pole on the roadside bearing a white flag, 
pointing in the direction of their present camp. Cochise 
is using every possible means to acquaint the people of 
his tribe that he is now at peace. Other tribes are being 
also acquainted with that fact. Cochise has notified 
the other tribes that any depredations committed on 
his reservation by them shall be punished according to 
the crime committed.” 


Tuer House Committee on Commerce cn December 16, 
heard a delegation of gentlemen in behalf of the Niagara 
ship-canal project. The delegation consisted of Colonel 
Lewis A. Thomson, of Iowa; Hon. George I. Post, of 
New York; Hon. W. E. Lansing, representative from 
Oswego and Madison, and Hon. Mr. Gray, of Virginia. 
The committee listened with much interest to the ar- 
guments of these gentlemen, and seemed impressed 
thereby. The project is before them in several shapes, 
and it is probable that, in some shape, it will be reported 
to the House during the present session. 








LETTERS IN THE NEW YORK POS8T-OFFICE, 

Tux following is a list of letters remaining in the New York Post- 
office on the dates given. These letters are retained in the New 
York Office for one month from date, after which they are sent to 
the Dead-Letter Office, Washington : 

DecemMBeER 13. 
Hutcheson, W. Colonel. 
Nicholson, J. B., Captain. 
DecemBeER 16. 
Braabury. G. H., Captain—2. Crane, C. Y., Captain, 
Bond, B. F. D.,Major. 2 Case, W. H., Captain. 
Parker, Harris, Captain. 

Letters have been received at this office for the folowing per- 
sons : General 8. T. Dupont; Colonel J. B. Moulton ; Lieutenant 
W. C. Bartlett, Third U. 8. Artillery; Lieutenant F.C. Grugan, 
U, 8, Cavalry—2 ; Teacher, 


Allen, Harvey, Captain. 
Boyle, George, Colonel. 


THE NAVY. 


The Editor invites for this department of the Jovenat all facts 
of interest to the Navy, especially such as relate to the movements 
of officers or vessels. 
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NAVY GAZETTE. 





REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 


ORDERED. 


DrceMBER 11.—Passed Assistant Surgeon J. G. Ayres, to spe- 
cial duty in the Bureau of Medicine, etc., at Washington, D.C. 

Assistant Surgeon James W. Buell, to the receiving ship Sabine, 
at Portsmouth, N. H. 

DrcemMBERr 12.—Captain John C. Beaumont, to temporary duty 
as executive at the Navy-yard, Washington, D. C. 

Master Wm. C. Strong, to temporary o:dnance duty at the Na- 
vy- yard, New York. 

Master John C. Irvine, to the Pensacola, South Pacific Station, 
per steamer 30th inst. 

December 13.—Lieutenant-Commander Horace E'mer and 
Samuel H. Baker, to temporary ordnance duty at the Navy-yard, 
Philadelphia. } 

Ensign Marcus D, Hyde, to the receiving ship Independence, at 
Mave Island, Cal. : . 

Master Erasmus Dennison, to duty in the North Pacific Station. 

DeEceMBER 16,—Commander K. R. Breese, to special duty as in- 
spector of ordnance at Washington, D. C. 

First Assistant Engineer D. W. Graffiey, to the Wabash, Euro- 
pean Station. 

DeceMBER 17.—Commander Wm. A. Kirkland, tocommand the 
store ship Supply on the 20th inst. é 

Paymaster Daniel A. Smith to the store ship Onward, at Callao, 
Peru, per steamer of the 10th of January next. : 


DETACHED. 


DEcEMBER 11.—Midshipmen Nathan Sergeant, Jr., and Marcus 
D. Hyde. from the Naval Academy, and placed on waiting orders. 

Midshipmen Corwin P. Rees and Landon P. Jouett, from the 
Naval Academy, and ordered to the Portsmouth. 

Midshipmen Joe. B. Murdock and Hanson R. Tyler, from the 
Naval Academy, and granted three months’ leave. 

DecemseR 12.—Commander John N. Quackenbush, from the 
command of the Wasp, South Atlantic Station, and ordered to re- 
turn to the United States. 

Lieutenant Robert M. Berry, from the Pensacola, and ordered 
to return home. 

December 13.—Midshipmen Wm. F. Bulkley, Samuel P. Cow- 
ley, and Sidney H. May, from the Naval Academy, and placed on 
waiting orders. 

First Assistant Engineer John Borthwick, from the Bureau of 
Steam Engineering, and ordered to the Michigan. 

Second Assistant Engineer Levi T. Safford. from the Saranac on 
the 2sth ult., and placed on waiting orders. 

DecemBer 14.—Commander Edward E. Potter, from the com- 
mand of the Shawmut, North Atlantic Statiou, and ordered to re- 
turn home. 

Commander Henry L. Howison, from the Naval Academy, and 
ordered to command the Shawmut, per steamer of 28th inst. 

Master A. C. McMechan, from the receiving ship Independence, 
and ordered to the Ssranac, North Pacific Station. 

Assistant Surgeon Chas. A. Siegfried, from the Naval Hospital, 
Philadelphia, and ordered to the Richmond. ; 

Assistant Surgeon J. M. R. Simmons, from the Richmond, and 
placed on sick leave. 

DecemBeER 16.—Lieutenant-Commander John McFariand, from 
the California. on the 29th ult., and placed on sick leave. 
DeceMBER 17.—Paymaster Frank H. Adams, from the Terror, 
and ordered to proceed home and settle acrounts. 

Captain James J. Kane, from the Navy-yard, Mare Island, Cel., 
and placed on waiting orders. 


REVOKED. 
December 11.—The orders of Assistant Surgeon Henry M. Mar- 
tin to the receiving ship Sabine, and to remain on duty at the Na- 
val Hospital at Washington, D. C 

APPOINTED. 
DecemsFr 11.—Daniel Ward, of New Orleans, La., an acting 
boatswain in the Navy. 

RETIRED. 
DrcemsBeER 11.—Commodore Edward Middleton, placed on the 
retired list, from December 11, 1872. 
RESIGNED. 


DrcreMBLR 11.—The acceptance of the resignation of Lieutenant 
M. B. Field deterred until April 1, 1873. 


LIST OF DEATHS 

In the Navy of the United States which have been reported to the 
Surgeon-General of the U. 8. Navy and chief of the Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery for the week ending December 14, 1672: 
George L. Mead, paymaster, November 26, at the Navy-yard, 
Mare Islend, Cal. ‘ 
John McGinley, beneficiary, December 5, Naval Asylum, Phila- 
elphia. 

Gilbert Webb, seaman (extra), December 12, U. 8. steamer Rich- 
mond, at Philadelphia. 








VARIOUS NAVAL ITEMS. 


THE Wyoming arrived at Key West on Sunday, De- 
cember 15. 

Tue Richmond left Philadelphia December 15 for 
Norfolk. 

TueE Tallapoosa arrived at New York December 14, 
bound east. 

CoMMANDER S. B. Luce has been ordered to Washing 
ton for examination for promotion to a captain. 

Tue Portsmouth, it is stated, will anckor off the Bat- 
tery on December 21, and set sail for the Pacific on De- 
cember 24. 

Tue Senate in executive session December 17 con- 
firmed the following nominations for consuls: George 
R. Usher, at Asuncion; Augustua Morrill, at Manzanil- 
la, Mexico. 

lr is reported the U. S. steamer Juniata, at the Boston 
Navy-yard, will be ready for sea service in about thirty 
days, and the U. S. steamer A/onongahela, at the Ports- 
mouth yard, is rapidly equipping, and will probably be 
ready ubout March 1, 1873. 

Tue Omaha, Captain J. C. Febiger, arrived at Fun- 
chal, Madeira, November 18, after a rather long passage, 
caused by gales, light, variable airs and head winds. 
The vessel proved herself under all circumstances to 
have a fair rate of speed under canvas. She expected 
to leave for Rio de Janeiro November 21. Officers and 
crew in usual state of health. 

The frequent complaints made recently in regard to 
the confusion mariners experience in thick weather in 
distinguishing between the lights at the Nevesink and 
and the Sandy Hook lightshiy, New York harbor, have 
induced the Light: house Board to order a change in the 
color ef the latter. The notice has been prepared and 





will be published ina few days, announcing that the 





Sends Hook lightship lights will be changed from white 
te ted, 

At the auction sale held at the Brooklyn Navy-yard 
on December 12, the Government offere1 for sale the U. 
S. steamers Guerriere and Albany. For the former 
$54,000 was bid, the latter bringing $48,000. Tho 
Government has not yet decided whether they will sell 
them at the prices offered. 

Tue U.S. storeships Supply and Guard are fitting out 
at the Brooklyn Navy-yard, the former to be ready by 
January 1, 1873, and the latter by February 1. They 
are being made ready to transport goods from the United 
States to the Vienna exhibition. Commander W. A. 
Kirkland has been ordered to command the Supply. 


ALL sculptors proposing to present models for a statue 
of the late Admiral Farragut must forward them by the 
Ist of January, 1873. The vortheast corridor, under the 
reception room of the Senate wing of the Capitol, has 
been designated by the committees of the Senate and the 
House as tie place where all such models will be re- 
ceived and examined. 


It is rumored, says the Boston Advertiser, that Rear- 
Admiral A. L, Case will succeed Rear-Admiral J. Alden 
in command of the Buropean station, and that Rear-Ad- 
miral J. L. Worden will be assigned as chief of the Bu- 
reau of Ordnance ; and, also that, either Rear-Admirals 
G. F. Emmons or B. F. Sands will sncceed Rear-Admiral 
J. F. Green in command of the North Atlantic station. 


Tue Yantic arrived at Suez November 11, having 
been in the Canal 43 hours, laying up at nights. She 
left Alexandria November 6, where-she had touched for 
some provisions, ete. At Alexandria Commander Wil- 
son, in company with the Consul-General, called on the 
Governor Zoulfikar and the Minister of Marine, and was 
courteously received. Officers and crew in good health. 

Ir is reported that the paymaster’s clerk of the Wasp, 
named Horace N. Peabody, has absconded with £2,000 
sterling of Government funds, stolen from the iron safe 
in the Paymaster’s Department. Deteetives were im- 
mediately started in pursuit, and there were hopes of 
catching him, as he had been seen breakfasting the day 
following in Las Piedras, twelve miles distant from Mon- 
tevideo. 

THE Naval Board of Examiners, which met at the 
Naval Academy, November 1, to examine midshipmen 
of the class of 1869 and 1870, for promotion to the grade 
of ensign, have now completed their labors, and are 
awaiting orders for dissolution from Washington. They 
have found the following midshipmen qualified for pro- 
motion to the giade of ensign: William G. Mayer, J. 
W. Danenhower, F. H. Crosby,S. L. Graham, W. P. 
Conway, R. G. Peck, J. Hubbard, J. H. Bull, H..F. 
Fickbohm, J. B. Collins, C. H. Lyman, B. Leach, J. B. 
Milton, C. P. Rees, H. R. Tyler, J. B. Murdock, L. P. 
Joueti, N. Sargent, Jr., M. D. Hyde, W. F. Bulkley, 8. 
H. May, and 8. P. Comly. 


Nov. 21.—The Tuscarora and Onward, at Callao, 
joined with the U. 8. Legation in paying tribute to the 
memory of the late Wm. H. Seward by keeping their 
flags at half-mast during the day. The houors of the 
day were also observed by H. B. M. Hawn, the Peru- 
vian Admiral, the Peruvian authorities on shore, the 
French mail steamer Ville de Bordeaua, and all the ships 
ot the Pacific Steam Navigation Company in port, The 
Tuscarora was visited November 20 by the Prefect of 
Callao, and the customary honors were extended to 
him. The national iron-clad frigate Independencia 
expected to sail for Japan the following week. Health 
of officers and crews of the Tuscarora and Onward good. 
Rear-Admiral Steedman was supposed to be at Taleahu- 
ana on November 22. Commander G. E. Belknap, of 
the Z'uscarora, paid official visits on the 25th of No- 
vember to the prefect of the province, the general-com- 
mander of the navy, and the captain of the port of 
Callao, Peru. His honor, the prefect, uccompanied by 
Captain Moore, captain of the port, paid an official visit 
to the Tascarora in return, and were received with 
the customary honors. 

THE diagonal steam life-boat cutter just completed 
by Mr. A. M. Ingersoll, of New York, and intended for 
the Portsmouth, is an exact model of the steam launch 
brought by the Juniata from Cowes, England. It is 28 
feet long, 7 feet 6 inches beam, and 4 feet 6 inches deep, 
and haa one sixth mvre stowage than the ordinary boat, 
while it is much lighter, weighing but 3,650 lbs. on ac- 
count of the fresh water compartments being in this 
boat used as air tight compartments, thus making it a 
life-boat. No caulking has been done, and the seams are 
so close as to be hardly discoverable, notwithstanding 
there has been no paint used on it. It has two engines 
of 4 1-2 inches diameter of cylinder, 5 inches stroke, 
connected at right angles with two feed pumps worked 
direct from the main shaft. Moving parts of steel. The 
propeller is 26 inches diameter with 45 inches pitch, 
and the engines are capable of making 300 revolutions 
per minute. The boiler is a horizontal, tubular steel 
one, 35 inches diameter and 41 inches long; the 
smoke pipe is 7 1-2 inches in diameter and 7 feet 3 in- 
ches in length above the grate. There is 2 square feet 
of grate surface and 77 square feet of heating surface, 
79 composition tubes 1 1-2 inches external diameter and 
21 1-2 inches long. Exhausts in condensing pipe 
of 1 1-2 inches outside diameter and 23 feet long, 
placed outside the boat on either side, The 
weigh 350 lbs., and the boilers 1565 lbs. It is variously 
stated that it will be capable of making from seven to 
nine knots an hour. The engines were built at the 
Navy-yard where the boat has just been launched. 

Tux first movement for the establishment of the New- 
port Torpedo station was made in September, 1869, 
when Commander E. O. Matthews—then attached to 
the Bureau of Ordnance in Wash ; 
for the work on account of his qualifications and 
adaptability for prosecuting successfully a series of ex- 
periments, which, in governmental interest, were to be 
of the most thorough description. By Fetenst?, =p! 
operations pommenced in earnest for the manufacture 
the torpedoes and instructing officers in their use, A 
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new machine shop is now bor ge Reggae is of brick, 
two stories in height, and will, completed, be a 





model of its kind. West of the machine is a brick 
Luilé ing, used for storage on the first floor of all extra 
finish of machinery, apparatus for ex ent, 


etc., while in the loft is the telegraphic machine under 
the hands of students who are qualifying them s:lves for 
operatives. Within Fort Wolcott is «laboratory where 
the materials for igniting and exploding the torpedoes 
are pr:pared. Out of the fort, on the west shore of the 
island, are two small buildings especially devoted to the 
manufacture of the terrible explosive tri-nitrogly erine 
and dualin, and north of them is a still for the manufac- 
ture of chemicals. Chemistry and electricity play most 
important parts in torpedo manufacture, and the stu- 
dert is obliged to throw off all horror of disagreeable 
work, don the proper clothing, and add practice 
to what he had previously acquired theoretically. From 
the first day to the last of the student’s stay, it is con- 
stunt work with head and hands, ard if he does not prove 
an efficient officer, it surely will not be the fault of the 
Government. In the building known as the headquar- 
ters, are small Jaboratories, lecture and study rooms ; all 
conveniently connecting with the office of the commander 
in the centre. In the latter room is kept a complete rec- 
ord of everything; work performed, business records 
and results of all experiments, many of which are of 
the utmost importance to the War Department. The 
torpedo varies in size from a capacity of from fifty to 
five hundred pounds of explosive material and is claesed 
according to use. Before receiving the explosive, the 
test is made an air-pump to satisfy as to tightness. 
For harbor defence the torpedo is copper-covered, as 
that material is slow of corrosion, while for spars and 
immediate miscellaneous uses the cheaper cast iron alone 
answers. The variations of style anil manner of use are 
secret. Connected with the post are three steam launch- 
es, which are fully provided with ingenious devices for 
exploding the torpedo from the broadside and under 
water. The officers and civilians on duty at this station 
are as follows: Commander, George Dewey, in charge, 
Commander Matthews being in Eu on importent 
Government business; Professor of Chemistry, M. G. 
Farmer; Professor of Electricity, W.N. Hill; Lieuten- 
ant-Commanders, H. L. Johnson, H. De H. Manly, W. 
K. Wheeler, G. T. Davis; Lientenants, R. B. Bradford, 
F. M. Barber, J. J. Hunker, W. Watts, S. P. Merrill, D. 
Kennedy, W. H. Parker, E. Woodman, W. McC. Little, 
H. Knox, J. F. Meigs, E. Longnecker, L. D. Webster ; 
Masters H. M. M. Richards, L. G. Palmer, T. C. Mc- 
Clean, B. Noyes, C. A. Stone, C. Seymour, G. W. Tyler; 
Surgeon, S. F. Shaw; Past Assistant Paymaster, G. H. 
Read. The following officers are on duty on the torpedo 
boat Nina : Mates, J. H. Brown, A. P. Bashford, J. Hill, 
W. Jenney, F. Miller, R. Robinson; Second Assistant 
Engineer, G. C. Neileon; Gunner, W. Burditt. 


Tue Worcester, flagship of Rear-Admiral Joseph 
Green, North Atlantic Station, arrived at Key West 
November 29, last from Havana. She had, since leaving 
Hampton Roads, October 26, visited St. Thomas, San 
Juan (Porto Rico), St. Birbara de Samana, and Havana. 
A pleasant interchange of courtesies took place between 
the local civil authorities and the edmira’ commanding 
at all the ports visited, with expressions of friendship 
a: d respect for the people of the United States. The 
health of the officers and crews of the vessels then at 
Key West—the Worcester, Canandaigua, Shawmut, and 
Terror—continues good. The Nipsic was at Samana 
November 15. 

THe YJimes correspondent, writing from Valette, 
Malta, on November 19th, says: “The United States frig- 
ate, Congress, Captain A. C. Rhind, arrived here ‘about 
5 o’clock, P. M., of the 15th instant, eight days from Gib- 
raltar, and on entering the port saluted the British 
flag, which compliment was returned by the s»lutin 
battery. Captain Khind, accompanied by the United 
Stites Consul, Mr. Lyell Adams, immediately called 
on Rear-Admiral Inglefield, the senior naval officer, and 
afterwards proceeded to pay his respects to his Excel- 
lency the Governor. On Monday, the Congress, having 
saluted the flag of Rear-Admiral Inglefield, and the 
salutes having been returned by the Hidernia (flag- 
ship), the Rear-Admiral, accompanied by his secretary, 
Mr. H. G. Barlow, and Flag-Lieutenant Cecil W. Beau- 
mont, paid an official visit on board the American frigate 
at 11A.M, and on leaving the ship received another 
salute. The same evening Captain Rhind and the Con- 
sul dined at the Palace, Rear-Admiral Inglefield, Cap- 
tain Soady, R. N., and other officers, being invited to 
meet them, sniin the evening his Excellency held a 
reception. To morrow the American captain and 
officers will be entertained at dinner by Rear-Admiral 
Inglefield. They have been obliged to decline all other 
invitations, as the Congress leaven on the following day 
for Tripoli and Alexandria. She is also to visit the 
coast of Syria, returning to Villafranca, the headquarters 
of the United States Syuadron in the Mediterranean, by 
Messina and Naples. 


THE following is the text of the order of the Secretary of 
the Navy in relation to the treatment of the colored ca- 
det at Annapolis: “‘ The testimony taken by the board of 
officers —— to investigate the conduct of certain 
cadet midehipmen at the Naval Academy towards their 
fellow cadet James H. Conyers, has been carefully in- 
vestigated, together with the proceedings and findings 
of the board, and the review and recommendation of the 
Superintendent of the Academy. The Department is 
constrained to believe that the conduct complained of 
was not only a deliberate violation of its repeated in- 
junctions, bat was the result of a spirit, rebellious of 
authority, finding expression in unprovoked and seem- 
ingly concerted persecation, by some of the parties 
charged, of a fellow cadet of equal official standing and 
equally entitled to official protection with themselves. 
Under the operation of new and beneficent laws, a!l po- 
litical distinctions of race have been abolished in our 
country ; the public burdens are imposed alike upon all 
of our citizens, and the worthy members of every class 
are alike entitled to the benefits, and free to contend for 
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the favor of the Government. In the exercise of his un- 
doubted right, a member of the National Congress, 
himeelf African descent, nominated to the Naval 
Academy a cadet of his own race. In recognition of his 
right the Naval authorities confirmed the nominatin, 
and at once carefully and unmistakably made known t» 
all at the Academy that no imposition or indignity upon 
this cadet, on account of his race, would be permitted 
from any one. 
under training for future command, the first duty im- 

posed upon cadet midshipmen by their situation and 

profession, is a prompt and grateful compliance with 

every order given for their guidance. Certain of them, 

however, have undertaken, in direct violation of repeated 

warnings, to manifest their displeasure at the presence 

of their fellow student by a system of personal persecu- 

tion which has found expression in general insolence of 

demeanor, in petty indignities, and sometimes in acts of 

personal violence. Asan impotent protesc against the 

spirit of national law, such conduct was folly; as an in- 

solent expression of superiority to the sclitary represen- 

tative of a lately oppressed race, it was unmanly ; as ap- 

parently concerted, and certainly acquiesced in, by the 

many against one, it looked like cowardice, and as an 

open defiance of the repeated commands of tkeir superi- 
ors, it was a violation of that principle of submission to 
authority, which is the first and most comprehensive of 

professional duties. The Government does not sitemyt 
to control the personal feelings nor regulate the personal 
associations of any of its officers, but while it exacts obc- 
dience as a principle from those whose services aud 
characters deserve the highest consideration, it cannot 
submit to open defiance from the yeungest of its benefl- 
ciaries. Certainly the Department will not tolerate at 
the Academy, under any circumstances, a spirit of rebel- 
lion against authority, and whenever such a spirit is 
manifested in overt action, summary and invariable pun- 
ishment must be expected. The conduct of those cadet 
midshipmen who have been found violating these prin- 
ciples, and the orders made to enforce them, has been 
carefully investigated by 2 board of honorable and expe- 
rienced officers, and their findings, as modified by the rec- 
ommendation of the distinguished superintendent of the 
Academy, will be carried out by the department. No 
one can take exception to the punishment which the of- 
fenders after repeated warnings have brought upon 
themselves.” 











THE NAVAL ACADEMY. 
MINORITY REPORT OF THE BOARD OF VISITORS. 


Hon. George M. Robeson, Secreiary of the Navy. 

Srr: Having been appointed by the President a mem- 
ber of the Board of Visitors to witness the examination 
of the several classes at the U.S. Naval Academy, and 
to inspect the general condition of the school, I beg leave 
to submit, on behalf of the minority, the following re- 
port: 

The report made by the Board fell short of what I 
thought it ought to contain, but I concurred in it, re- 
serving, however, the privilege of making a supple- 
mentary report, 

The knowledge of French acquired at the Naval 
Academy is in all respects inadequate. Nearly three- 
fourths of each class are sent on foreign cruises when 
they graduate. Our ships visit ports where this is the 
only language which can be employed. The graduates 
are wholly unable to maintain ordinary conversation in 
French. In all enlightened countries a Navy officer 
must, in order to command due respect for the flag he 
sails under, be ab le to carry on official and social com- 
munication without an interpreter. Besides this, he is 
sometimes suddenly called upon to conduct negotiations 
so confidential and delicate that the introduction of an 
interpreter, not by oath of allegiance or sense of official 
responsibility bound to perfect secrecy, would be quite 
out of the question. But the command of a language 
which all this requires cannot be got by giving to its 
study an hour or two weekly during a portion of the 
academic couree. It happens not unfrequently, as I 
have reason to believe, that a cadet midshipman knows 
on graduation less French than when he entered the 
Academy. A speaking knowledge of this language is 
far more needful for a Navy officer than for an officer of 
the Army. The official duties of the latter lie usually 
within our boundaries. Navy officers, on the contrary, 
are almost constantly abroad, and in many ports are 
practically our representatives. I recommend that more 
time be a to the study of French, and that during 
the third and fourth years of the course one or more of 
the text-books used in other branches of instruction be 
in the French language. 

I beg to call your attention to the fact that very little 
time is devoted to the study of International Law, and 
that no special and permanent provision has been made 
for instruction in it. A sum sufficient to pay for the 
best legal talent in the country should, 1 think, be ap- 
propriated to maintain a professorship of this science. 
At present the position of law instructor is filled from 
time to time by inexperienced gentlemen who do not 
profess to have made the subject a special study, and who 
accept the place, with its low salary, only as an expedi- 
ent. Every graduating class suffers in consequence. 
And when an error is committed at sea or in port, 
through the ignorance of its officers, the whole nation 
suffers. Even a midshipman with his boat's crew may, 
and for the time docs, represent the nation, and may do 
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mitted to occupy houses within Academy bounds, bui't 
under appropriations for houses for officers, but paying 
no rent therefor. In several instances an officer en- 
titled to quarters within the Academy bounds has been 
conipélied to huve them in the city of Annapolis at his 
own expense, while those to which he was entitled were 
occupied by civilians owning quarters in the town and 
renting the same to third parties. This practice seems 


As beneficiaries of the Government, | objectionab’e as regards both the Government and the 


officers conzerned. It entails upon the latter an expense 
which the appropriation for building officers’ houses was 
meant to obviate. 

In crder to give the chaplain of the Academy sufficient 
time for the discharge of many pastoral duties other 
than those of public exhortation, it would seem neces- 
sary to provide him with assistance to a certain extent. 
That this may te accomplished in a manner most bene- 
ficial to the midshipmen, and satisfactory to the people 
at large, I suggest that the Secretary of the Navy, if 
authorized so to do, might, at the beginning of each 
year, invite distinguished ministers of the various de- 
nominations to preach before the Academy at stated 
times, each once or twice during the year. In view of 
the benefit to the Academy, their travelling expenses to 
the Government would be a trifling consideration. 

For the rest, I cannot express too high an opinion of 
the usefulness of the Academy as a national institution, 
and of the efficiency and faithfulness of its superintend- 
ent and his subordinates. I have the honor to remain, 
with great respect, your obedient servant, 


NATHANIEL NILES. 
Mapison, N. J., July 4, 1872. 








UNIFORM OF THE MARINE CORPS. 


THE following circular letter has been sent to each 
officer of the Marine Corps: 


U. S. Marine Barracks, 
PHILADELPBIA, Pa., December 16, 1872. 


Dear Sir: The present uniform of the Marine Corps 
was adopted fourteen years ego. Since then the only 
changes made by order have been in the cap device and 
the braided fatigue jacket or blouse, and these are gen- 
erally admitted to have effected marked improvement, 
and given exceeding satisfaction. The new raised but- 
ton, another great improvement, was procured through 
private effort, and convincingly demonstrates how much 
benefit often results from a little energy and personal at- 
tention to such matters. 

The usiform of the Navy has been changed many 
times of late years, and the entire dress of the Army 
has‘recently been revised and greatly altered. Although 
much admired as it stands, it is apparent that the Corps 
aniform also needs revision in order to meet the views of 
those who now wear it, and it is equally apparent that 
by a general interchange of ideas and suggestions, and 
unity of action upon the part of tke officers, that such 
modifications and improvements can be obtained as will 
give us, beyond question, the handsomest, most service- 
able, and most acceptable uniform in this country, and 
that at small expense. 

To “start the ball,” and assist in the accomplishment 
of this much-tu-be-desired result, and to give each a2- 
cessible officer an opportunity of expressing his views, 
the undersigned (being at a central station) have volun- 
tarily prepared and addressed you this letter, and offer 
to receive, collate, and preserve your opinions upon the 
subject, that they may be used fur the information and 
guidance of a board which will be petitioned for at the 
proper time. 

Several officers stationed at New York, Boston, Wash- 
ington, Norfolk, and Philadelphia, have already for- 
warded their views and wishes, and these have been 
carefully transcribed and filed. A prompt reply is de- 
sired. Weare, sir, very respectfully yours, 

Henry Cuiay CocHrane, 
RicHarD R. NEILL, 
U. 8. Marine Corps. 








NAVY BUREAU REPORTS. 


YARDS AND DOCKS. 


Commopore C. R. P. RopGErs, chief of Bureau of 
Yards and Docks, opens his annual report with an ex- 
pression of his opinion that the country would be 
strengthened and the chances of a foreign war dimin- 
ished were the navy-yards pluced in a greater state of 
readiness to meet any hostile emergency that may 
arise. 

The Mare Island Navy-yard presents the opportunity 
to create all that can be desired in a great dock-yard, 
and it is trusted that liberal appropriations may be 
made for it. Appropriations are asked to continue the 
construction of a dry dock, for an armor-plating work- 
shop, for continuation of quay-wall, for a reservoir, and 
for a dredging channel in front of Navy-yard. 

League [sland ,presents the anomalous condition of 
one navy-yard within three miles of another, and the 
old establishment should be merged inthenew. League 
Island, like the naval sites in Hojland, must be redeemed 
at great cost fromthe marsh. Itis suggested that Con- 
gress be asked to have the Philadelphia yard carefully 
valued, and to appropriate a sum equal thereto in re- 
newing on League Island the present establishment at 
Philadelphia—the Treasury to be reimbursed by the 
sale of the latter when League Island is completed. 





it honor or disgrace it, by his knowledge or ignorance of 
its rights and of the rights of other nations. A naval 
commander’s acquaintance with International Law, in 
general principles and details, must be thorough, ready, | 
and independent ; and it often serves his country a bet- 
ter turn than the guns his ship carries. 

I suggest that a Professorship of International Law be 
founde?, with a saiary sufficient to obtain the. services 
ofa man of ability and great experience. The large 
number of young officers below the rank of commander, 
detailed from time to time for duty at the Academy, 
could be instructed in a special course of lectures. 

It appears that gentlemen not officers have been per- 








An earnest protest is entered against the removal of 
the New York Navy-yard or the sale of a portion of its 
unimproved lard. The present site is considered as 
admirably adapted to the wants of the Navy; 
its area ample, but not excessive; and to alienate such 
a valuable pos-ession, so needed by the General Govern- 
ment, to gratify speculative projects of individuals or 
narrow local interests, would be extremely impolitic and 
injudicious. Wholly within the defences of the great 
commercial metropolis, it would be unassailable by an 
enemy from sea, and it would render the vast naval re- 
sources of New York a tower of strength to the coun 


try. 
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A recommendation is oenety made for rebuilding 
ard increasing the area of the Norfolk Navy-yard, once 
our greatest establishment. The mildness of its climate 
insures the uninterrupted progress of work in midwin- 
ter. The channel needs dredging, and the quay-wall 
needs extending. An appropriation should be made for 
an armor-plating shop, which is of the utmost impor- 
tance. 

The limited accommodations of the Bureau for per- 
forming its work at the yards are alluded to, many of 
its buildings being old, dilapidated, and temporary. 

{The report then gives a statement of the expendi- 
tures at the yards and stations during the year, and the 
estimates for improvements, etc. ] 

At the Naval Asylum at Philadelphia 11 beneficiaries 
have been admitted during the year, and 10 have died 
within the same time. The expenses of the institution 
have been $63,994.41. 

The care of timber lands has been transferred to the 
Bureau of Construction and Repair. 


STEAM ENGINEERING. 


Chief Engineer J. W. King, chief of the Bureau of 
Steam Engineering, reports the operations of his bureau 
in length, and submits a number of facts and sugges- 
tions. 

The subject of compound engines is discussed with 
much earnestness and favor, and subsequent informa- 
tion and experience have confirmed the chief of the bu- 
reau in the recommendation made by him on his return 
from Europe in 1871—that the compound engine should 
be adopted forall cruising vessels thereafter constructed 
—and proven the wisdom of the Department in adopting 
the recommendation. - 

The board, of which Chief Engineer Loring is presid- 
ing officer, organized by the Secretary of the Navy to 
examine into the subject of compound engines—the 
drawings, improvements, etc.—has been, and is still 
assiduously employed on this duty. 

The contractor for new machinery for the Tennessee is 
prosecuting his work, being allowed full and entire 
scope in making his own designs. The engines are to 
be of the four-cylinder type, as originally constructed, 
on the compound principle. The engines of the bureau 
design will be of the two-cylinder type, as successfully 
employed in recent European steamers. 

The advantages of iron over wooden vessels are refer- 
red to, and many instances in'proof are brought for- 
ward, These advantages are the fine lines thatcan be 
obtained in iron without impairing the strength of the 
structure, less weight of hull with far greater strength 
than can possibly be obtained in wood, greater safety de- 
rived from the admission of transverse bulkheads, rigid- 
ity of the vessel, and the solid foundations on which the 
engines can be secured, with durability and freedom 
from detericration. 

In pursuance of the Department’s orders, in all ves- 
sels fitted for sea the four-bladed screws have been re- 
moved and the two-bladed screws substituted. The 
substitutes are of the same general design. The result 
of the change, as invariably shown by the steam log- 
books, has been that, while the speed is not materially 
altered in smooth water and light winds, it is very 
seriously reduced when head seas and winds are en- 
countered ; and the screws cannot keep steerage way on 
the ships against moderate gales when accompanied by 
heavy seas. No other result ought to have been expect- 
ed. The proper “fraction of pitch” used cannot be ob- 
tained with less than four blades, unless a greatly in- 
creased length of port is given. If this be done, a two- 
bladed screw might be made equally effective with one 
of four blades. 

The trial of the Hirsh propeller on the Wor- 
cester was unsatisfactory, the result of insufficient area 
of screw, its deficiency being increased by all its area 
being concentrated in two blades; a large proportion of 
it was raised out of water as the ship pitched to the 
heavy head seas she encountered. A two-bladed screw 
of Mr. Griffith’s design is to be tested on the Worcester 
as soon as opportunity offers. 

The corrosion of boilers is discussed at some length. 
The results expected from surface condensers have not 
been such as were anticipated. Instead of increased 
length of service, the duration of boilers has been de- 
creased nearly one-half. Nothing has yet been found 
superior to a very thin covering of saline scale, permit- 
ted to adhere to the interior heating surface of the iron 
when the boilersare new and immediately after the ves- 
sel floats into sezwater, to prevent corrosion. 

The subject of improving and increasing our navy- 
yard engineering works is considered as deserving ear- 
nest attention and study, as steam machinery cannot be 
created without facilities, and facilities are not impro- 
vised or created at short notice. The bureau has kept 
constantly before it the importance of this subject, and 
has been vigilant in its effort to enlarge and improve the 
resources required to the full extent of limited ap- 
propriations. 

[A review or description is given of all the works at 
the several yards—the shops, buildings, facilities, etc. ; 
faulty construction and improper location pointed out; 
improveme:ts suggested; comparisons made between 
our own and foreign dock-yards, steam factories, etc. ] 

Although not within the scope of the official action of 
the bureau, attention is earnestly called to the condi- 
tion of the personnel of our ships of war, so far as com- 
prised in the engineer force in its subordinate grades— 
that is, before the boilers. Tbe labor is arduous; the 
men require superior physical qualities. An experienced 
fireman on board our ships of war is now an exception 
to the rule. Reduced pay and the performance of du- 
ties foreign to their tastes, habits, and usages, debar the 
better class of firemen from enlisting. The engineer 
force is inadequate to keep their department in a con- 
dition of ordinary cleanliness, while it has frequent calls 
for the performance of other duties. A return to the 
old system is earnestly urged—that of enlisting firemen 
as such, with a fixed rate of pay, to be attached per- 
manently to the engineer department of the vessel, with 
a sufficient number of selected men to perform the duty 
of coal-heayers, to receive the pay of that grade when 


actually engaged about the machinery. The substitu- 
tion of enlisted men for assistant engineers, having 
charges of watches on board while the engines are in 
opefation, is condemned. The nature of this duty requires 
intelligence, integrity, and self-respeet, with sufficient 
mechanical skill to perform the manual operations needed 
—qualities which cannot be obtained at the preset rate 
of pay. These men feebly supply the places of those 
who previously performed the duties, nor can it be other- 
wise until they are raised above the level of those over 
whom they are expected to exercise control. If this sys- 
tem is to be continued, the pay of the men to take charge 
of engine-room watches should be increased; a rating 
equal to that of the highest petty officers should be given 
them, with a unifofm to indicate it, and special privil- 
eges for messing. They should also be known by some 
such title as exists in the English nayy—“ engine arti- 





ficer or machinist.” 
The report closes with a statement of the machinery 
repaired, under repair, and to be repaired. 


CONSTRUCTION. 


The Chief of the Bureau of Construction and Repair, 
Chief Constructor I. Hanscom, earnestly invites atten- 
tion to the importance of building more vessels of war 
of medium size. New and improved vessels are required 
to take the places of those worn out. He does not con- 
sider it to the interest of our Government to follow too 
closely the policy of other netions in building a large 
and costly iron-clad squadron ; nor advisable to copy the 
form of unarmored vessels already built, or accept the 
proffered ideas of persons of doubtful authority in naval 
architecture, without practical experieuce, who are anx- 
ious for the honor of designing a vessel. We should ad- 
vance with a new type of vessel on well established 
principles with the assistance of theoretical anil practi- 
cal know!edge. 

Speed under steam, handiness, heavy and effective 
battery and steady platform, are the all-important points 
to be kept in view and are indispensable quulities re- 
quired in a good fighting ship. 

Our seographical position is such that a large iron- 
clad navy is not needed as a bulwark of defence, while 
the protection required to our commerce in peace and 
our citizens abroad can only be extended by our Navy. 
Until circumstances require it, we can allow other na- 
tions to experiment in building iron-clad vessels and de- 
termine their superiority or not over wooden ones or 
their advantages over ordnance. 

The Subaqueous torpedo, as an implement of naval war- 
fare, is attracting attention, and it been determined 
that with the facilities now at command, a terpedo can 
be placed under any vessel whose speed is less than the 
attacking one, and exploded. Power has been obtained 
over the propulsion, the helm, and the explosion of the 
torpedo at little risk from an enemy's guns; and when 
this fact becomes well known the question of building 
iron-clad cruising vessels will be solved. The impor- 
tant subject of building cruising vessels needed for the 
Navy of the country, is not affected by the success or 
failure of the torpedo as an agent of war. 

The class of vessels most needed in our Navy are those 
of medium size, with full steam-power and eight to 
twelve guns of large calibre, and possessing all the mod- 
ern improvements. A speed of 13 to 15 knots under fa- 
vorable circumstances is required, to secure which full 
sail-power and other points of minor consequence may be 
compromised if necessary. 

England has under construction twenty-two vessels of 
war, only three of which are iron-armored. Her policy 
is to add 20,000 tons annually to her Navy. 


NAVIGATION. 


The report of the Chief of the Bureau of Navigation, 
Commodore Daniel Ammen, is accompanied by those of 
the Superintendent of the Observatory and Nautical Al- 
manac, the Hydrographer in charge of the Hydrographic 
Office, and the Chief Signal officer of the Navy. 

On the subject of navigation, it is stated that it has 
been considered advisable to add to the outfit of all war 
vessels the simple and inexpensive instruments required 
in making limited hydrographic surveys and in protract- 
ing the results. An octant, designed by Captain Lau- 
rent of the French navy for night observations, which 
had been favorably reported on, has been allowed to 
some vessels for continued trial, and efforts are being 
made to fix on a design for more durable binnacles, metal 
instead of wood. A book on the magnetism of ships and 
deviation of the compass is nearly resdy for publication. 

In hydrography, the operations of the office have been 
satisfactory. The publications are necessarily expensive, 
and are supplied to vessels of war and distributed with- 
out charge to the higher institutions of learning, boards 
of trade, and other marine organizations. In all our 
commercial ports they are for sale, for the benefit of the 
mercantile service, at the mere cost of paper and print- 
ing. 

Hecessary steps have been taken for commencing a 
survey of the Pacific, for which $50,000 was appropria- 
ted at last session of Congress. The Portsmouth and 
Narragansett are to bs employed in this service. The 
survess of Commander Meade are alluded to; also the 
surveys for an interoceanic canal. Commander Selfridge 
is to complete the surveys of the valley of the river Bo- 
jaya, south of and near the me Commander Lull is 
to complete the survey of the Nicaragua route. 

The Naval Observatory continues its career of useful- 
ness in the science of astronomy, the work being faith- 
fully prosecuted under its present superintendent. The 
great equatorial telescope will be completed and mount- 
ed in udvance of the time named in the contract, 

The “ Nautical Almanac” office supplies the publica- 
tions to other departments of the Government and to the 
higher institutions throughout the country, without 
charge. 

The instruction of Navy officers in the Army signal 
method, wh‘ch was discontinued at the close of last year 
at Fort Whipple, has been since continued on shipboard. 





Through the kind co-operation of Brevet Reigptien Ge ne 
eral Meyer, many junjor officers of the Navy were 
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thoroughly drilled by the: 
Army method, which, as now ucted on board our - 
ships, promises to be an important auxiliary to the Navy 
signal system. : 

Appliances for chronosomic signalling are being pre- 
pared for issue to ships of war, for use in fogs and on 
other occasions when other methods are less reliable or 
not available, 

The Bureau has undertaken, for use on board ships of 
war, and especially as an advantage to the mercantile 
marine, the publication of an American edition of the 
“International Signal Code,” which after being careful- 
ly adapted and stereotyped may be available hereafter at 
mere cost of paper, printing and binding. This code has. 
been almost entirely neglected by us since the late war, 
while it has in the meantime been adopted by all the 
principal maritime governments of the world, both for 
their war and merchant navies. By it, any two vessels 
of different nationalities, war or merchant, can commu- 
nicate intelligibly by precise signal equivalents in their 
different languages, even when one does not understand 
the language of the other. Suitable legislation should 
require all vessels to be provided with the “ Internation- 
al Signal Code” and the necessary flags. , 


MEDICINE AND SURGERY. 


Surgeon-General James O. Palmer, chief of the Bureau 
of Medicine and Surgery, invokes spetial interest for the 
pension and hospital funds which involves the rights of 
persons—one founded in forced contributions of officers 
and men of the Navy, the other from their blood as ac- 
cruing ftom the sale of prizes taken by them in battle. 
These funds constitute sacred trusts, originating in pro- 
vidential legislation, and appropriations for them are 
recommended by more humane considerations than those 
that apply to ordinary expenses of the Government. 
The naval pension fund should be increased by all law- 
ful means, and instead of being merely deposited in the 
Treasury, should be profitably invested. The amount 
of the fund on hand is $73,890.04. 

The naval station at Portsmouth demand: a regular 
hospital establishment. The authorities of Portsmouth 
naturally object to landing infectious patients any 
nearer than Wood’s Island, at the mouth of the harbor, 
and yet the climate offers great inducements for ships to 
put in there. For the present quarantine an old huik 
is recommended, but this arrangement would only meet 
present emergencies. Concurring with his predecessor, 
Surgeon-General Wood, he recommends the purchase of 
Trefethen Isiand as an excellent site for a hospital, 
which can be obtained for $5,000. An appropriation of 
$60,000 would cover site, building, and quurters for sur- 


The salubrity of the hospital site at Annapolis, and 
its valuable farm were so much discussed, that the bu- 
reau made it a subject of sgvelel survey 1 api 
board. The question can hardly yet be deci 

An appropriation of $50,000 is asked to commence the 
rebuilding of the hospital at Pensacola. The harbor there 
is the only proper une in the Gulf squadron, and the ne- 
cessity for a hospital at that point is manifest. 

For Mare Island surgeons’ quarters are required, and 
some repairs, for which $50,800 are needed . 

The increasing want of our large force on the Asiatic 
station and the accommodation of the sick of the mer- 
chant marine, make it necessary to provide for the ex- 
tension and completion of the hospital at Yokohama, at 
a cost of $10,000. ; 

An increase ig the remuneration of the operatives of 
the naval laboratory at New York, who must necessarily 
be skilled workmen of a superior class. 

For the sake of the sick and wounded, increased facil- 
ities for purely naval education of the medical officers 
of the Navy is implored. The necessity of this is so 
acknowledged and liberally provided for by foreign 
governments as to bea reproach to this great nation. 
A nucleus for a training school, as at Netley, is needed, 
and a place of deposit for marine collections made b 
our officers. The Army has its brilliant museum whic 
is constantly increasing its volumes of inestimable re- 
sults of experience in war. The country is equally enti- 
tled to the literary and scientific labors of the Navy. 
The bureau is collecting and preparing for publication 
all cases of pathological interest hidden away for years in 
its archives. : 

It is difficult to find candidates versed in the principia 
of their profession, and when obtained, we must encour- 
age and instruct them. An appropriation of $15,000 is 
proposed as the commencement of a school of instruction 
for medical officers preparing for promotion,and aga recep- 
tacle for marine specimens in natural history voluntarily 
contributed, a library, a lecture-room with naval 
for teachers, a microscopical apparatus, and various other 
appliances in familiar use everywhere except in our own 
land. 

[Tabular statements of the sick of the Navy—the mor- 
tality, ete., compiled from reports of the sick, accompany 
the report. | 

At the close of the year 1870, 500 cases remained un- 
der treatment. During 1871 there were 12,204 cases of 
disease, injury, etc., making a total treated during the 
year of 14,704. Of these 135 died, 14,039 returned to 
duty or were discharged, and 516 cases remained under 
treatment at the close of 1871. 

The proportion of cases admitted to the whole num: 
ber in the Navy was about 1.02, or each person was on 
the sick list 1 2-100 times during the year. The pro- 
portion of deaths was .01. The deaths from all causes 
in the Navy reported from Oot. 1, 1871, to Oot. 1, 1872, 
were 185. 

PAYMASTER-GENERAL. 

Paymaster-General E. T. Dunn submits a brief re- 
portof the operations of the bureau during the past 
year, with the estimates of a: 
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[RPORTAN T TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS. 
Great Reduction of Terms in the Celebrated 
ACADEMY OF THE VISITATION, 
At Mount de Chantral, near Wheeling, W. Va. 


Board and Tuition in the entire English and French Cou 

Bed and Bedding, Washing and Mending, Lights 
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REFERENORS, BY SPECIAL AGREEMENT, 

General Sherman, U. 8. Army, and lad Washington D. C.; Ad- 
miral David D. Porter, U. 8. N., ashington, D C.; Ma- 
jor-General G. G. Meade, U. 8. Army, Phila¢elphia ; General Hart- 
man Bache, U. 8. Army, Philadelphia; Brigadier-General I. N. 
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Palmer, U. 8. Army, Omaha, Neb.; Brigadier-General L. P. Gra- 
a 8. ones. Ben —} Cal. ; a ar Wm. 
a . 8. Army, Hamil - ¥.; Mrs, i 
Dahlgren, Washington, B. Cc. _ eee 





LIAM Roa CHAPMAN has not been heard 
rom since November 6, 1872, 0n his way to Boston, from 
44 Taylor street, Brooklyn. He is five feet a inches in height, 
hes large dark eyes, Roman nose, durk hair, movstache, and side- 
whiskers, broad square forehead, and looks like a Frenchman. 
Had on one of his fingers a gold band ring chased with black en- 
amel; motto ioside, “ l'o my love.” Had on a black soft round 
hat, dark cloth pants, with brown stripes, dark dress coat, square 
cut, in inside pocket a picture of his wifeand baby—a dark over- 
coat, Fall style—small foot, weara No. 4, lady's size. He is travel- 
Ying agent for Healy & Morve’s Patent Clothes Wringer and Rub- 
ber business of New York and Boston, and was on his way to their 
house in Boston. 
It is thought that he may haveenlisted in the Army orthe Navy. 
_ Any ove having informat as to his whereabouts, or knowledge 
of him will please call or address by note MRS. HENDERSON, 79 
Kent Av., Brooxiys, &. D., N.Y. 





Gornam Mr’s Co,, 
SILVERSMITEHS 
AND 
FINE ELECTRO-PLATE MANUFACTURERS, 
Provivence, R. L., 

Wholesale Rooms, No, | BOND ST., New Ycrk. 





STERLING SILVER. 
The Gorham Company respectfully submit the following facts 
urchasers 


for the consideration of p of Sterling Silverware and 
Fine Electro-Plate. The essential features claimed for their Silver, 
to meet the requirements of a refine’ and cultivated taste, are ele- 
gance of design, combining form, outline, and ornamentation, 
skilled workmanship, and purity of metal. The Gorham Company 
have had an experience of over thirty years in its manufacture, 
which, combined with their own personai supervision, justify them 
in the claim thattheir productions are not only of the highest 
é@ manufactured in the pes ‘nt advanced state of the art, but 
at their great facilities enalle them to produce Sterling Silver 
which cannot be approached iu price. 
ELECTRO-PLATE. 

To mect the requirements of others, who, while they have equal- 
ly good taste and discernment, prefer to use a substitute for real 
silver, the Company manufacture what is known as “ Gorham 
Plate.” It poeseszes a)l the elements of real silverin solitity (the 
base being a hard, ringing metal like silv r), beauty, finish, ele- 
gence of iorm and outline, and extreme durability. It can onl 

distin: ed from silver by its special trade-mark stamped. 
upon the of each piece. 
CAMP-CHESTS, ETC. 

The qualities above indicated, peculiar to the Gorham Electro-~ 
Plate, render it bv far the best material for Camp-Chests, Post 
and Ward-room Mess services, and general vee in the Army and 





A CAPTAIN OF INFANTRY (negro regiment), 
appointed in 1866, will transfer with a Cuptain of Infantry 
(white), with ding rank. Address CHASSEUR, care 
Army anv Navy JouRNAL. 


A PIANO-FORTE- ON A LONG JOURNEY. 


Our English friends in British Columbia must be laboring under 
considerable difficuity in ther «xpress arrangements, when it 
takes tive months to transport « piano trem New York to its desti- 
pation at Suda Creek. The sooner they annex our American sys- 
tem of expressing—if not themselves, to the United States—the 
better for their facilities of communication. The followiag letter 
speaks tor itself, and is a curiosity in its way—exemplifying as it 
does tbe remarkable strength and durability of the Steinway in- 
struments, which enables the m to withstand such long continued 
—_ usage, eo many climatic changes, and yet remain in perfect 
er: 
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Popa Creex, Barrisu Cotumpia, November 16, 1872. 
Messrs. Steinway & 8. 

Dear S1as: ‘The piano No. 24,773, purchased from you July 2, 
only reached its desiination on the 9th inst. You may remember 
that the mercury stood at 103 d in the shade on the day the 
piano was pure’ ased in New York. On the day of its arrivai here 
the thermometer stood at zero. Still when the piano was opened 
and set up, it was found to be in perfect tune, notwithstauding 
the great change in temperature it had passed through, and the 
menner of its conveyance, which was as follows: From New York 
to San Francisco by cars, say 3,000 miles; thence to Victoria by 
steamer, 800 miles (cartage at each place); another steamer to 
Westminster, 80 miles; thence by river steamer to Yah, 70 m'les ; 
thence by freight wagon (no springs) to One Hundred and Fifty 
Mile House, 240 miles; thence to Springfield and destination by 
sleigh, 26 miles; total, 4,216 miles. if was cautioned by some of 
my English friends not to move it on anything except a spring 
wagon, or it would be ruined, and I confess to h»ving many fears 
on tue subject myself; but as there was no spring wagon avail- 
able, I**chanced’’ the freight wagon. You ean imagine my de- 
light when it was opened, with the above result. I think it is the 
ay Sees of your make in the Province, but I am in hopes 
to the means of the introduction of more of them. I omitted 
to mention that the piano gives entire satisfaction. Yours, very 
truly, . F. Hawks. 

P. 8.—Total expense of the shipment of the. piano to its destina- 
tion, $208.10.—N. YF. Tribune. 
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TuHE Senate are still considering the bill providing 
for an increase of the Navy by the addition of 
ten vessels. The probabilities are that the bill 
will pass both houses substantially as it was origi- 
nally presented. That our Navy should be made 
more efficient, no one who believes that we require 
any Navy at all can for a moment question. But 
something more is needed to increase its power than 
the mere passage of a bill giving the Navy Depart- 
ment the power to construct ten new vessels. Our 
experience of the result following the expenditure 
of such appropriations by the Department does not, 
we are bound to say, give us very sanguine hopes of 
the future. ‘The vessels built of late years have had 
their good points completely neutralized by signal 
failures in other particulars. In some cases the 
hull, the rig, and the battery are all that is necessary 
to satisfy the naval mind. But then the steam ma- 
chinery proves to be a sad failure; somebody's 
patent boiler, patent super-heater, newfangled pro- 
peller, patent cut-off, or patent condenser, will step 
in and spoil all. 

It has been invariably the case that the officer 
presiding over some one of the elements which make 
up a war vessel has had influence sufficient to make 
the character of the whole construction yield to the 
preeminence he desires for his particular branch. 
Look at the frigates of 1854—the Merrimac, Wabash, 
Colorado, Roanoke, and Minnesota—perfect in hull 
and rig, superlatively excellent in ordnance power, 
but with steam machinery, planned for the most 
part in the Navy Department, not by a trained con- 
structor, but by some genius confident in the con- 
ceit of that partial knowledge which is more dan- 
gerous in its results than complete ignorance. These 
magnificent ships, so impressive to the imagination 
in their grand proportion’, could scarcely steam six 
knots for a dezen consecutive hours. The 5,°00-ton 
Niagara, built at the same time by an “ outsider,” 
but with her steam machinery, asis usually the case, 
controlled in its build by the Department, finally 
received her coup de grace by being pierced with gun 
ports so near the water line that they had to be 
closed and caulked even in moderate weather. 
| Neither is this a solitary case; we might fill a col- 

umn with a mere list of this sort of bedevilment. 
Nor should we forget the twenty so-called “ ninety- 
| day gunboats,” the thirty-two “ double-enders,” the 





arts Gorham Company do not sell at retail, but refer all who| ten Juniata sloops, the twenty “sloops” of the 
Guerriere and Contoocook classes—none of which, by 
the way, were completed till the war closed, and 
some of which are now being sold at auction for less 
than a twentieth part of their cost—the five Wam- 
panoags, with their 1,250 tons of machinery—not 


may Wish to obtain either Silver or Electr to the leadlng jewellers 
ia the plac? where they may reside. 
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one of which has ever been in commission except to 
make “trial trips;” the twenty “light draught ” 
iron-clads, so-called, whose wretched failure is duo 
wholly to the fatherly care of the constructional 
bureaus of the Navy Department. 

The organization of the Navy Department has 
not changed since most of these blunders were per- 
petrated. Since the beginning of President Liy- 
COLN’S administration it has been the same as it now 
is, The mere change of personnel is nothing. ‘The 
same system exists, and such a system has brought, 
and always will bring forth failures—childlike 
failures, we may add—in the simple blundering 
which makes them so disastrous. Our readers re- 
member the vigorous warfare we waged for years 
against the management of the Bureau of Steam 
Engineering, and how triumphantly the course we 
pursued has been vindicated by subsequent experi- 
ence. We got rid of IsHERWOOD, but we are by no 
means clear that the reformation has been suf- 
ficiently complete to give us the guarantees we need 
for the future. 

We do not wish to discourage Congress in its 
laudable purpose of strengthening our naval power, 
but we are anxious to make sure, in some way, that 
the millions it proposes to appropriate shall be ex- 
pended to better purpose than has been the case 
heretofore. 


TuHE London Broad Arrow draws a comparison be- 
tween Great Britain and the United States as to 
their respective navies, which, although it is in- 
tended for home instruction, might also have a re- 
flex value for us who are used as the frightful ex- 
ample, if it was presented with more force and 
knowledge. The writer thinks that we are at fault 
because we are not more lavish in our expenditures 
for our Navy. If we have been parsimonious—as we 
think in some respects we have been—we surely 
have saved ourselves from some of the grievous fol- 
lies that the English Admiralty has committed. 
We cannot too highly commend the details of con- 
struction of the British Navy—the superb steam 
machinery, the wonderfully perfect solid armor 
plates, magnificent iron hulls, and general perfec- 
tion of the fittings. But ever since the introduc- 
tion of steam the British Admiralty has made an 
almost uninterrupted series of blunders concerning 
the general principles which have guided their con- 
structions. When the screw propeller was invented 
and practically demonstrated to the satisfaction of 
competent observers, and even after it was an estab- 
lished naval success, the Admiralty refused to adopt 
it, and went on building cumbrous and worthless 
paddle-wheel ships. 1t was only after the launch of 
the French screw line-of-battle ship Napoleon that 
they perceived their error, and in a regular panic 
rushed to the construction of a screw fleet. The 
visit of our Merrimac to England in 1856, with her 
splendid battery of shell guns, gave them another 
scare, and forthwith they began to build a fleet like 
that of ours, of which the Merrimac was an example. 
Those fine screw frigates, the Mersey, Doris, ani Or- 
lando, were then constructed. Their next scare oc- 
curred in 1859 or 1860, when the French launched 
the ironclad La Gloire. The whole island rang 
with alarm, and the Warrior, Black Prince, Defence, 
and Resistunce were soon on the stocks,and their 
completion eagerly awaited. These fairly launched, 
the American war burst upon them, and in less than a 
year after its commencement the first-battle between 
iron-clads was fought in Hampton Roads, and the 
little Monitor dictated reconstruction to all the 
navies of the world. A real ‘ Parliamentary panic” 
thereupon ensued; the work on the new ssa coast 
fortifications was suspended, and there was general 
naval confusion and uncertainty. But England 
contented itself for years with futile criticism and 
wrangling, the essential principles of the system, as 
we showed at the time, failing te come within the 
comprehension of the British naval mind. The 
English literature on the monitor question, from 
1862 to 1867, would of itself fill one of their largest 
iron-clads, which, by the way, might as well be de- 
voted to that purpose as any other, for the one is 
just as dead as the other. At last, when the 
iron-clad era was on the wane, John Bull was sud- 
denly convcrted to the monitor system, and began 
to build a fleet of tremendous monitors like the 
Devastation,-Thunderer, and Glatton; noble ships of 
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themselves, which, if they had been built fivé years 
before might well have made other powers tremble 
for their naval supremacy, but which are now al- 
most as far behind the age as the paddle wheels of 
1845 were behind the screws that superseded them. 
What are they but food for submarine attack and 
amphibious projectiles of awful explosive power? 
Following its unbroken precedent, England will 
probably by the end of the decade suddenly wake 
with alarm to the fact that the era of the attack 
below the armor has come in, and that it has given 
an entirely new phase to naval affairs. 

No, Great Britain is not to be assailed because 
she has not spent money enough on her Navy, but 
because she has spent it unwisely aud often even 
stupidly. 








Mr. NATHANIEL Nizs, Speaker of the New Jer- 
sey House of Representatives, has added to the re- 
port of the Board of Visitors to the Naval Academy, 
of which he was a member, a supplementary report 
on behalf of a minority of the committee. In this 
report, which we publish elsewhere, Mr. NILES urges 
that more attention be devoted to the study of 
French and International Law at the Academy. 
The reasons he gives for his opinions are so conclu- 
sive that we are somewhat puzzled to know why 
the majority of the committee refused to embody 
them in their report. To carry out his recommen- 
dations Mr. NILEs suggests that during the third 
and fourth years of the Academy course one or more 
of the text books used in the other branches of in- 
struction be in the French language, and that a 
professorship of International law be founded. We 
trust that these suggestions will receive the atten- 
tion they deserve. Mr. NILES also very properly 
calls attention to the fact that civilians have been 
allowed to occupy, rent-free, quarters provided for 
officers within the Academy grounds, compelling 
officers to go outside to hire quarters at their own 
expense. This is an abuse which should be correct- 
ed without delay. 








THE International Exposition to be held at that 
now most charming of European capitals, Vienna, 
in 1873, will undoubtedly be the most brilliant and 
comprehensive of the series of World’s Fairs of which 
it will be the latest example. Certainly, the prepa- 
rations are on the most magnificent scale, and Vi- 
enna itself offers so many charms to attract visitors, 
that we may expect to see a gathering of people of 
ali countries of unequalled proportions. When we 
take into the account the fact that. the building and 
grounds of the Exposition will be six times larger 
than those of the great exhibition at Parisin 1867, 
we can form some idea of the magnitude of the un- 
dertaking. The Exposition will be unique in sey- 
eral features which we need not here describe, con- 
tenting ourselves with saying that its chief manager, 
Baron ScHWARZ-SENBORN, is especially desirous 
that the United States should be fully represented 
in all the departments of invention and social and 
scientific progress, in which we have made a distinc- 
tive mark, Colonel THomas B. VAN BuREn, the 
United States Commissioner for the Exposition, has 
accordingly taken energetics measures towards se- 
curing for us a creditable representation at this 
great fair. Thirty gentlemen of prominence in their 
various specialties have formed themselves into an 
advisory committee to aid him in attaining that end. 
In this committee the subject of “the art of war” 
is entrusted to Major-General GILLMORE, and that 
of “the Navy” to Mr. Isaac NEwrTon, late a dis- 
tinguished member of the Engineer Corps of the 
Navy, and at present the assistant of General Mc- 
CLELLAN in the engineer division of the New York 
Department of Docks. We publish elsewhere the 
circulars of these gentlemen, inviting the assistance 
of those interested in their specialties, and announc- 
ing a list of gentlemen associated with them in their 
work. 

We are glad tosee that the Committee on For- 
eign Relations of the House of Representatives has 
reported a bill authorizing the Secretary of the 
Navy to place two United States transport-ships at 
the disposal of this Commission to carry the objects 
destined for the Exhibition from New York to 
Trieste—and providing an appropriation of $100,- 
000 toward the expenses of the American Depart- 
ment, Our only fault is with the amount proposed 
to be appropriated, which is really not more than 


one-third enough to pay the absolutely necessary 
expenses of a decent exhibition on our part. We 
trust that Congress will, with due appreciation of 
the importance of the opportunity, promptly pass 
the bill with an amendment raising the appropria- 
tion to an adequate sum. 

WE see it announced that Mr. SUMNER is 
preparing an historical speech which he in- 
tends to deliver in support of his Dill, intro- 
duced on the first day of the session, to leave 
off from the Army register and regimental colors, 
“all record of battles fought with fellow citi- 
zens.” Whatever may be Mr, SuMNER’s motive it 
is evident that the Senator finds no sympathetic 
response to his resolution either in Congress or 
among those who fought the battles which he seeks 
to have forgotten. The Massachusetts General 
Court hes passed resolutions condemning his action, 
and the House of Representatives at Washington has 
by a large majority 

“ Resolved, As the disposition of the sentiment of 
Congress that no measures be taken toward remov- 
ing from the Army Register or the regimental col- 
ors of the United States the names of the battles of 
the rebellion.” 

So far as the officers of our Regular Army are 
concerned they are, with the exception ofa few subal- 
terns, almost exclusively composed of veterans, who, 
in quarters, in bivouac, and on the march, still re- 
hearse and are proud of the achievements of their 
brothers-in-arms, and of their respective regiments, 
and if Congress had the slightest idea of entertaining 
the remarkable proposition of the Massachusetts 
Senator, we should suggest that the latter should 
first move for the repeal of the Resolution of De- 
cember 24, 1861, which rendered thanks to the late 
Brigadier-General NATHANIEL Lyon, declared that 
“the country to whose service he devoted his life 
will guard and’ preserve his fame as a part of its 
own glory,” gave the thanks of Congress to his 
“brave officers and soldiers who sustained the 
honor of the flag,” and provided “that in or- 
der to commemorate an event so honorable to the 
country and to themselves, it is ordered that each 
regiment engaged shall be authorized to bear upon 
its colors the word ‘Springtield, embroidered in 
letters of gold,” and the President be “requested to 
cause these resolutions to be read at the head of 
every regiment in the Army.” 

He should also move the repeal of the several reso- 
lutions of February 22, 1862, and May 3, 1866, giv- 
ing the thanks of Congress to the United States offi- 
cers, soldiers and seamen, for “‘ their heroic gallant- 
ry that under the Providence of Almighty God has 
won the recent series of brilliant victories over the 
enemies of the Union and the Coustitution, and 
through whose valor and endurance the rebellion 
has been crushed and its pride and power have been 
humbled; by whose fidelity to the cause-of freedom 
the Government of the people has been preserved 
and maintained ; and by whose urderly return from 
the fire and blood of civil war to the peaceful pur- 
suits of private life, the exalted and ennobling in- 
fluence of free institutions upon a nation has been 
so signally manifested to the world.” No doubt 
these areall mortifying to our late Confederate fellow 
citizens,who, until the sword was forcibly struck from 
their hands,would not acknowled~e the supremacy of 
the Union. Still further, there is the 28th section of 
the act of Congress of July 28, 1866, which declares 
the appointment into the Army of any person who 
has served in any capacity in the military, naval or 
civil service of the late so-called Confederate States 
to be illegal and void. This also sets up a distinc- 
tion which the unduly sensitive Senator should not 
permit to remain. 

But aside from personal criticism, the resolution 
just introduced, if enacted, would cast a stigma on 
the service and give a new meaning to the Resolu- 
tion of Congress of March 3, 1864, addressed “ to 
those noble and brave men who having already so 
gallantly endured the hardships and perils of war 
for more than two years in support of their coun- 
try’s flag, present the sublime spectacle of again 
voluntarily enrolling themselves.” 

We believe that it is an old custom in all the na- 
tions of Europe, for the regiments of their respec- 
tive armies to display on their flags the names of the 
well-earned battles in which they have taken part, 
and the official Army List of the British service also 











shows the engagements in which ite regiments have 
participated. In the American service we follow 

the same practice, but if these distinctions are irri- 

tating to our Southern fellow citizens and remind 

them of the failure of their “lost cause,” then abol- 

ish them, but at the same time take from the stat- 

ute books the several thanks of Congress to Generals 
GRANT, SHERMAN, SHERIDAN, MEADE, THOMAS, 
Hancock, RosEcRANS, HOOKER, BURNSIDE, Banks, 
TERRY, and to the officers and men of their commands 
for Murfreesborough, Port Hudson, Gettysburgb, 
Chattanooga, March to the Sea, Fort Fisher, Nash- 
ville, Fisher’s Hill, and Cedar Run, and other famous 
victories. Also remove the acts of 1862-63, award- 
ing medals of honor to officers, non-commissioned 
officers, and privates, who most distinguished them- 
selves in action, and recall those medals. That done 

restore all the limbs lost by our soldiers in battle, 
resurrect the dead and smooth away eyery scar, then 
perhaps Mr. SuMNER may by legislative resolution 
blot out the memory of the glories and sufferings 
of the war. 








Mrs. DAMNLGREN is again before Congress this 
year, asking that she be allowed compensation for 
her husband’s invention used during the war. The 
Senate has passed a resolution referring the subject 
toa committee of inquiry, but the House seems dis- 
posed to delay. Without discussing the question 
of Mrs. DAULGREN’S claim to an allowance, it would 
seem entirely reasonable to ask that Congress should 
assent to her request that the matter be examined 
into, and we see no reasonable ground for postponis g 
the settlement of her case. 








Tuk President, in his annual message, recommended 
that measures be taken to provide for the survey of 
the boundary line between our newly acquired posseasions 
in Alaska and the British Territory in North America. 
The recommedation is, we observe, received with favor 
in England, and is undoubtedly most excellent in inten- 
tion. Wecan hardly suppose, however, that General 
Grant designed to recommend an actual exploration and 
staking out of the line dividing the two territories. The 
practical difficulties of such a work, in that frozen region 
are too great to be overcome. We shall have to content 
ourselves with providing for a joint commission between 
the two countries to determine the boundary by: as- 
tronomical bearings, so that there will be no occasion for 
d'spute hereafter. This can be done, and this is doubt- 
less what is intended, though we observe that some of 
our cotemporaries have visions of a body of joint commis- 
sioners on snow shoes and with ica picks engaged in the 
work of penetrativg from the Northern Pacific to the 
frozen ocean, staking out the boundary as they go. 








LIEUTENANTS Henry Clay Cochrane and Richard 
Renshaw Neill, two officers of the Marine Corps, have 
prepared and forwarded, at private expense, to every ac- 


cessible oflicer of the corps, a neatly printed unofficial 
circular letter, dated Philadelpuia, December 16, 1872, 
requesting his views as to the changes and modifications 
he desires in the present uniform, which, with very tri- 
fling amendment, has been in use for fourteen years. 
Nearly every officcr is known to favor a revision of the 
full dress, the officer's sword, the yellow facings of the 
caps, the blouse for enlisted men, and other portions of 
the equipment, and this circular is design d to afford 
them an opportunity of expressing their views in such 
manner as can hardly fail to receive attention and have 
effect when presented to a board, which will be petition- 
ed for in due season. The officers of the Marine Co 
who are serving all over the world, are ambitious of ths 
distinction of having the neatest, handsomest, most ser- 
viceable, and most acceptable uniform in the country, and 
will no doubt forward their views and suggestions, many 
of them picked up abroad, for compilation and presenta- 
tion. In enother column will be found the circular in ful). 
Further intelligence as to the movement we hope to give 
in future numbers. 








THE som: whet grave character of the subjects discuss- 
ed in this JoURNAL does not ordinarily dispose us to 
humor, and the unfortunate result of our latest venture 
in this line is provocative of {a preternatural solemnity 
which is positively oppressive. We copied last week « 
little squib from the Uswego Palladium, to which we 
gave a humorous turn, without stopping to ask ourselves 
how far the paragraph was a literal statement of a mat- 
ter of fact. It seems, however, that we are sperenes to 
have given our endorsement to a descriptionof the condi- 
tion of affairs at Fort Ontario, which no existence 
except in the imagination of an Oswego reporter. We 
wash our hands therefore of all complicity with the said 
reporter’s statements. 


Wr have received an advance copy of the official Ar- 
my Register for January, 1873, subject to correction v7 
casualties that may occur between December 5 and 31. 
It covers the names of 2,500 officers, of whom 300 are on . 
the retired list, 36 have resigned, 29 died, 2 have been 
oe 4 merea and 5 cashiered. hg officers = 
the active list, are pe officers, colonels, 
tenant-col majors, and 671 captains, the 











other half, or some 1,100 in all, being subalterns. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Editor of the Army anp Navy Journat does not hold him- 
self responsible for individual expressions of opinion in eommunica- 
tons published under this head. His purpose is to allow the 
lirgest freedom of discussion consistent with propriety and good 
fé ling. 








LINE AND STAFF AGAIN. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal, 

Sir: In his discussion of the pregnant question “ Line 
and Staff,” your correspendent “Texas,” in your issue 
of December 14, has exhibited such indifferent general- 
ship as to take up 4 position that is not only readily as- 
sailable on both flanks, but is not defensible in front. 
In thus attempting to defend a position of no natural or 
inhereat strength does he not place himself in the cate- 
gory of those unfortunate “ line’? commanders to whom 

so lavishly attributes “camps surprised, commands 
defeated, property lost to an inferior enemy,” etc., with 
numerous exclamation marks thrown in ? 

“ Texas” opens his argument by asking: ‘“ Now why, 

ray, do they (the line) attack the s atall? They 
ve never shown—not many of them assert even—that 
the staff have ever wronged them, or been derelict in 
their duty towards them,” and he follows up this inter- 
rogatory by the statement, “‘The misnamed war be- 
tween the line and the staff is a war on one side only ; 
no one has ever known the staff to attack the line.” 

I am sorry to say, Mr. Elitor, that this is special 
pleading, if not something worse. For years the war of 
the staff upon the line has notoriously been persistent, 
uninterrupted only when the shortcomings of the staff, 
in peace as well as in war, or when the or:lliant exploits 
of the line in time of war, have rendered such warfure 
unprofitable and dangerous. The war is seldom waged 

ly, because its main purpose would be ths defeat- 
but its steategy has been insidious, and its tactics 
underhanded, roundabout, and specious. Represented 
in its every branch at the seat of nationsl Government, 
its numerous members there resident find but little dif- 
fioulty in getting the official as well as the social ear of 
Congress, and in thus achieving the sacvess of their va- 
rious undertakings. The results are organizations 
either composed entirely of field officers, or at least 
largely preponderating therein; freedom from a large 
méasure of corporate and individual responsibility ; en- 
hanced consideration attached to individuals and t> or- 
izations ; entire independence of the command of the 
meral of the Army, and of many of the regulations 
for its government and orders for its discipline ; and 
finally, the enjoyment of better pay aud increased al- 
lowances and privileges. Indeed, so adroit has the staff 
been in the manipulation of some of these matters, that 
they have already managed io render nugatory some of the 
wholesome restrictions that a wise and economical Con- 
gress imposed upon them so recently as within the last 
two years. 

“Texas” denies that the staff have ever been derelict 
in their duties toward the line. I fear he would find 
much greater difficulty in proving that they have not 
than the line would have in prov ing that they have. My 
time, your space, and your readers’ patience would not 
justify my going over the long catalogue of “ derelic- 
tions.” They are patent to every lice officer who has 
served in the Army more than a year ortwo. However, 
to give “Texas” a little employment, and not leave him 
out entirely in the cold, one or two rocent instances of 
what the line calls shortcomings will be cited. Perhaps 
he can explain whether or not it wus a “dereliction” in 
one staff department to send troops to sea in a stormy 
winter month in a crowded, ill-found, and unsafe ship; 
or to send others across the continent by rail in old cars, 
unprovided with the commonest provision for night 
travel, so that many officers and all of the poor enlisted 
men and laundresses were compelled to sit up the whole 
live-long night for irom nine to eleven successive nights ! 
Is it an evidence of perfect organization, high adminis- 
trative capacity, and commendable energy in one staff 
de ent to require nearly five months to make up 
and issue to the Army 30,000 suits of the new uniform ? 
or in another staff department to require the same time 
to fabricate and issue to less than 1,500 officers the new 
regulation sword ? 

“ Texas” ridicules General Hazen for devoting so large 
@ portion of his excellint book to Prussian military or- 
ganization, and to some very just criticism of our own. 
If this is a heinous offence in General Huzen, is it any 
the less in “ Texas ?” 

“ Texas” says, “ But our people are not going to adopt 
their (the Prussian) system of promoting an officer up to 
the grade of major with full pay in so short a time as 
ten years, for doing nothing but studying his profes- 
sion!” “Texas” cannot reflect that he is living ina 
glass house, and should not throw stones! If he will 
only take up the Army Register he will discover that 
it is precisely this, and much worse than this, that he 
and his brothers of the staff have, among some other 
things no less unpalatable to “‘our people,” been doing. 
He, and “ our eS. too, can discover that in seven of 
the staff corps or departments of the Army no less than 

thirty-four officers have been promoted “ up to the grade 
of major,” and a few even up as high as lieutenant-colo- 
‘nel, not only “in so short a time as ten years,” but some 
of them “in so short a time” as seven or eight years! I 
would not be so economical of the truth as to assert that 
each one of these thirty-four staff officers received this 
extraordinary promotion “ for doing nothing but study- 
ing his profession,” because I am sure I should be con- 
fconted with the proof that at least some of them have 
for their part, been conteat with “doing nothing,” con- 
signing the “studying his profession” to others who 
might prefer that employment. 
' Your correspondent’s suggestion that the staff and the 
line are members of one family, and therefore ought not 
to be divided against themselves, is not only true but 
apposite. Let him practise what he and leave 
entirely to the General of the Seay $98 & Oonaneee 
those suggestions and enactments which are designed to 


jromote the efficiency of the whole Army, and not the 
special exaltation of any portion of it. 

So also is it unquestionably true, as your correspon- 
dent asserts, that the United States are now out of their 
swaddling clothes, and able to take care of themselves. 
But are we old enough—is any one ever old enough—to 
disregard altogether the experience of others? May it 
not be quite possible that your correspondent is so indif- 
ferent to the extended and dearly-bought experience of 
European nations, b« cause that experience in the partic- 
ular matter of the relative functions of the staff and line 
differs so radically from his own views ? 

The line of our Army never has been and never will 
be aggressive; and “‘ Texas” may rest assured that they 
will always go quietly on, doing their duty and mind- 
ing their own business, if the staff will only be content 
“to go and do likewire.”’ 

AN OFFICER OF THE LINE, BUT A TRUE FRIEND OF 
THE STAFF. 








THE SENTENCES OF DESERTERS. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Srr: I notice in the report of the Secretary of War a 

reference to the practice of courts-martial in different 
departments with regard to the pun’shments to which 
deserters are sentenced ; and the report states that in 
one department the sentence varies from one to five years’ 
imprisonment, while in another one year is considered 
ample. It is also true that in the former case the sen- 
tence almost always includes a dishonorable discharge ; 
and the Secretary’s allusion to the fact that the prisoners 
from different departments ure sometimes thrown to- 
gether, calls to my mind a little story, which I hope will 
come to the notice of the gentlemen who may be ap- 
pointed to fix a uniform scale of punishments for 
offences of which soldiers may be guilty. 
In 1868 a battery of the Second Artillery sailed from 
San Francisco for a post in Alaska, and with it were 
sent all the general prisoners of the regiment who were 
then undergoing sentence at a post inthe harbor. None 
of their sentences included a dishonorable discharge, 
and, of course, as their terais expired, they were released 
from the guard-house and put on duty. Meantime an 
Aleut, having been caught in the act of breaking into 
the commissary storehouse, was also confined in the 
guard-house by the commanding officer, and for some 
time he worked with the other general prisoners. At 
intervals he saw his fellow-prisoners released and 
mounted as sentinels over himselt and those still re- 
maining, and he came to the only conclusion natural to 
one who did not understand American customs and 
could not “talk United States.” Two of his friends 
passing by one day, saw him at work, and taunted him 
with being a thief, to which our hero replied: “ My 
time is nearly out now, and I'll soon be a soldier, tvo, 
and then I'll pay you for this.” I believe that all the 
officers who were then at the post have since that time 
been in favor of giving to ali deserters a dishonorable 
discharge. ALASKA. 





DESERTION AND ENLISTMENT. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sfr: I am not going to propose any radical reforms, 
but rather suggest a few ideas on these subjects which 
might decrease the number of desertions, and be of 
benefit to the regimental staff and Army generally. 
The number of deserters from the Army is enormous, 
and some reform must be adopted to prevent the waste 
of money resulting from the enlistment of men who 
almost immediately desert after they have obtained as 
much from the Government as possible without having 
returned any equivalent—perhaps even so much as a 
single guard duty. 

1, I propuse that enlistments should be made locally ; 
that is, have each regiment recruited from a particular 
State or locality. This would localize the 1eyiments, 
engendering a regimental pride, and one man would 
bring his friends and acquaintances into the regiment, 
and a deserter would then have a local opprobrium 
which is now all lost ; beside facilitate recapture. 

2. At the same time, if a man desires to enlist in a 
articular regiment other than the one recruiting in his 
Fistrict, he should be allowed to do so. 

3. That desertion should be punished to the full ex- 
tent of the law, excepting under very mitigating cir- 
cumstances. That it should be punished by imprison- 
ment in a penitentiary for at least double the extent of 
time the soldier would have had to serve to complete his 
enlistment. 

4. That in case any enlisted man desired to change 
from one regiment to another, it be done on representa- 
tion to the Secretary of War, if the cireumstances justi- 
fied the vase, the soldier to pay all expenses incurred 
therefor. 

5. Such measures as should elevate the position of 
non-commissioned officers, giving thé corporuls and ser- 
geants an increase on their present pay, and separate 





messes. 
6. To allow a certain percentage of new appointments 
to commissioned officers to be made from the ranks, and 
offer competitive examinations, that all who desire and 
have good characters may be assured of no favoritism, 
a may stand a fair chance for the positions to be 
filled. 
7. In your enlistments, offer these publicly as induce- 
ments for good men, and let them beknown. Advertise 
recruiting offices in the newspapers, and the inducements 
offered, and give the recruiting officers more latitude in 
their endeavors to obtain men. The country has plenty 
of good, intelligent, hearty men who would gladly enter 
the profession of arms if suitable inducements were 
offered and made known to them; and these men would 
fill our ranks instead of the “ poor trash” which, I am 
sorry to say, makes up too a portion of our Army. 
It is not the fault of the officers, but such general de- 
fects as I have pointed out, which the above might 
remedy. There must be a change before we can elevate 
the ranks of the service, and the sooner it is set ebout, I 
think, the better. This is too deep a subject for even 





the above to fully remedy; but they might start the 
ball in the right direction and show what other medica- 
tion is necessary. Vivl. 








HUMPHREYS ON MEADE, 
* AT a meeting held at the Philadelphia Acedemy of 
Music, in memory of the late Major-General Meade, the 
oration on the dead soldier, was delivered by Major- 
General Humphreys, who spoke as follows: 


As the friend and associate of the soldier whose Joss 
the Army and the nation deplore, I have been asked to 
address you concerning his military services. 

It is fitting that this duty should be devolved on me, 
for undoubtedly I was more intimately associated with 
him during the time he commanded the Fifth Corps and 
the Army of the Potomac than any other officer. Be- 
sides, I have known him ever since his entrance into 
the service, then an intelligent, a polished, and witty 
young officer, on duty with the troops in Florida. 

My second recollection of him is as an evgineer, en- 
gaged under Captain Talcott, of the Corps of Engineers, 
upon an elaborate survey and investigation at the 
mouths of the Mississippi river, in which the facts elic- 
ited by some original experiments of his led me, many 
years aiter, to a series of investigations which developed 
the law governing the formation of the bars and shoals 
atthe mouth of that river, from which most impor- 
tant consequences have followed for the improvement 
of navigation and the increase of commerce. 

We next find Meade engaged in the survey of the 
northeast boundary line between the United States and 
Great Britain ; then in river and harbor improvements ; 
and in the Mexican war we see him as an officer of en- 
gineers on the staff of General Taylor and of General 
Scott, distinguished for ekll and intrepidity; subse- 
quently he was occupied with lighthouse construction, 
and during the four years preceding the civil war had 
charge of the geodetic survey of the great lakes, in his 
conduct of which he added largely to his scientific and 
engineering reputation. 

have referred to these varied occupations because 
they gave the training which fitted him for the great 
part he was soon to fil'!. In them he learned to plan 
carefully in advance, and to execute promptly and thor- 
oughly ; here he acquired the habit of quick and accu- 
rate observation, and became fertile in expedients to 
meet unlooked-for exigencies. 

Early in the civil war we find him a Brigadier-General 
of Volunteers, commanding a brigade in the Pennsyl- 
vania Reserve Corps, which constituted a division in the 
Army of the Potomac, and taking an active part in ths 
battles of Gaines’ Mill and Glendale, in the lust days of 
June, 1862, being severely wounded in the latter. Re- 
turning to the field as soon as the condition of his wound 
would permit, he was assigned to the command of a di- 
vision, and distinguished himself in the battles of South 
Mountain and Antietam, being placed in command of 
Hooker’s corps when that officer was wounded and 
taken from the field. For these services he was pro- 
moted to the rank of Major-General of Volunteers in No- 
vember of 1862. 

As a division commander, hs was impetuous in at- 
tack, and at Fredericksburg broke through the right of 
Lee’s line, and penetrated far to its rear, but was over- 
borne by numbers and forced back with heavy loss. 
Quickly following this conspicuous service, he was, in 
the latter part of December, 1862, promoted to the com- 
mand of the Fifth Army corps, and at Chancellorsville 
his sagacions advice aud soldierly bearing made so pro- 
found an impression upon the commander of the Army 
of the Potomac that, in asking, some two months 
later, to be relieved from its charge, he designated 
General Meade as his successor. 

On the morning of the 28th of June, 1863, when in . 
the vicinity of Frederick, Md., with the Fifth corps, 
General Meade was placed by the President in command 
of the Army of the Potomac, which at that time was not 
4 —_ Frederick, following carefully the movemenis 
0 ‘ 

Lee was on that day at Chambersburg, about fifty 
miles north, a liitle west of Frederick, with two of his 
three corps, Longstreet’s and Hill's. Ewell, with two 
of his divisions, was at Carlisle, about thirty miles 
north of Chambersburg, his third division, under Early, 
being at York. 

Let us see what Lee says as to the object of his pres- 
ence at these points, more than 2(0 miles away from 
Fredericksburg, Va. In his official report of his opera- 
tions, written a month after the battle of Gettysburg, he 
states that the Army of the Potomac occupied such a 
position ouput Fredericksburg that it could not be at- 
tacked with advantage, and that by his moving north- 
ward through the great Valley of Virginia the corre- 
sponding movements of the Army of the Potomac would 
probably offer a fair opportunity to strike a successful 
blow at that Army; ‘hat such a movement would disar- 
range our plan of campaign for the summer and con- 
sume our time, and that in addition to these advantages 
it was hoped that other valuable results might be at- 
tained by military success. Actuated, he says, by 
these and other important considerations that may here- 
after be present«d, the movement began. 

These other important considerations have never yet 
been presented. The campaign having failed, it is not 
to be expected that its great object will ever be any 
more distinctly acknowledged. Let us see further what 
he says in this report, The absence of his cavalry, which 
was making a raid around the Army of the Potomac, do- 
ing no harm to it, rendered it impossible for him (he 
says) to obtain accurate information of the movements 


Lot our Army, and he did not know whether it had crossed 


the Potomac. Preparations, he states, were now made on 
the 28th and 29th June) to advance upon Harrisburg. 
This sentence, I think, reveals the great object of his 
campaign. It was the capture of this city, Philadelphia. 

There were at least two fatal errors in the premises 
on which this plan was formed: one of these was the 
conviction the Army of Northern Virginia derived from 





Chancellorsvilie—that it could beat the Army of the Por 
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tomac wherever it found it; the second was, that the 
handling of the Army of the Potomac at Chancellorsville 
would be repeated in Pennsylvania. In both these con- 
victions they found themselves fatally deceived. The 
Army of the Potomac did not fight at Coancellorsville. 
The Eleventh corps, badly posted. was permitted to be 
surprised by overwhelming numbers and routed. The 
Third corps, aided by artillery posted by Pleasonton, 
threw itself into the breach, arrested the forward move- 
ment of the enemy, and the next morning was allowed 
to sustain the attack of Lee’s whole force for several 
hours, losing in killed and wounded a large part of its 
numbers. It was of course obliged to fall back upon the 
other portion of the Army, the First, Second, Fifth, and 
Twelfth corps in position near by, just in rear of Chan- 
cellorsville. Only parts of some of these corps were par- 
tially engaged in covering the withdrawal of the Third 
corps. 

Sedgwick, advancing from Fredericksburg with the 
Sixth corps and one division of the Second corps, was 
then attacked by Lee and forced back over the Potomac. 
Lee, in this operation, had 60,000 men, Longstreet’s 
corps being absent; Hooker not less than 90,000 men. 
It is not surprising, then, that the Army of Northern 
Virginia should have made a false estimate of its prow- 
ess, or at least of that of the Army of the Potomac. 

On the night of the 29th June, Lee learned thut the 
Army of the Potomac had crossed the Potomac, and had 
advanced as far as Frederick; be also learned that its 
command had changed hands. His order for movement 
on Harrisburg was at once changed, and Longstreet, 
Hill, and Ewell were ordered. to concentrate at Gettys- 
burg, a small town twenty-five miles from Chambers- 
burg, and some ten miles east of the Blue Ridge, from 
which roads radiated in ail directions. 

Meade states that he passed the 28th of June in ascer- 
ta‘ning the strength and position of the different corps 
of the Army, and in briiging up the cavalry from the 
rear. He also carefully inquired into the strength and 
position of the enemy, so far as known. He further 
states that his predecessor left camp in a few hours 
aiter he was relieved, and that he did not receive from 
him any intimation of a plan of operations, or any views 
upon the situation ; that he was not aware that General 
Hooker had any, but was waiting further exigencies of 
the occasion to govern him, just as he (Meade) did subse- 
quently. On the morning of the 29th Meade put his 
Army in motion for Harrisburg, expecting to compel 
the enemy to turn and meet him in battle. We have 
seen that Lee, on the evening of that day, prepared to 
do £0. 

On the evening of the 30th the several corps of the 
Army of the Potomac were on the roads leading to Get- 
tysburg, from the east round to the south, and at dis- 
tances from the town varying from ten to fifteen miles, 
excepting the Sixth corp:, which was more than thirty 
miles off. Buford, with his division of cavalry, was in 
Gettysburg. On that same night Meade learned from 
Buford that the heads of Lee’s columns were moving on 
the roads leading to Gettysburg, and were probably 
nearer than his to Gettysburg. 

Being entirely ignorant of the character of the ground 
about Gettysburg, he at once prepared a precautionary 
order of instructions to the corps commanders, not: to be 
executed unless specially ordered at a subsequent time 
in a certain contingency, explaining the routes which 
the several corps should foilow to concentrate in a good 
position on Pipe Clay creek, some three miles in rear otf 
his headquarters at Taneytown. (Taneytown, it may 
be remarked, is about thirteen miles south of Gettys- 
burg.) 

These instructions stated, “ Developments may cause 
the commanding general to assume the offensive from 
his present positions.” Not many hours after the issu- 
ing of these instructions new developments did cause 
bim to changs his plans; but these instructions evince 
that foresight which proves his capacity to command an 
army. In similar circumstances the agreement between 
Wellington and Blucher to concentrate their two armies 
—nearly double the numbers of Napoleon—far to the 
rear in the vicinity of Waterloo has been esteemed a 
proof of their great ability. On the evening of the 30th 
Reynolds, with the First and Eleventh corps, was or- 
dered to move on the morning of the 1st of July from 
Emmettsburg to Gettysburg, and to report whether that 
site afforded a good field of battle. 

The Third corps was to be in Emmettsburg on the 
morning of the 1st, and in fact reached there befure all 
the Eleventh corps had left it. About noon of the 30th 
I was requested by General Meade to examine the ground 
in the vicinity of Emmettsburg upon the urrival there 
of the Third corps, the Sevond division of which 
I commanded, and ascertain whether it afforded a 
good position for battle. Theimportance of the general 
position of Emmettsburg is derived from the fact that a 
piked road leads to it through the mountains from the 
Chambersburg valley (along which part of Lee’s force 
might move), and that good branch roadslead to it along 
the foot of the mountains from the Cashtown pass. I 
have mentioned these two facts concerning Reynolds 
and myself to show that Meade was active in learuing 
all that could be ascertained of the several positions 
where he might fight to advantage, as well as in moving 
toward Lee, and bringing the different parts of the Army 
of the Potomac within supporting distance of each other. 
That army consisted of about 70,000 infantry, 10,000 
cavalry, and 300 guns. The Army of Northern Vir- 
givia consisted of about 85,000 intantry, 8,000 cavalry, 
and a due proportion ot artillery. 

We all know how, on the morning of the Ist of July, 
Reynolds encountered Hill two or three miles west of 
Gettysburg, and was killed early in the day; how Ewell 
arrived on the ground soon after, and how the First and 
Eleventh corps were forced back to the position on which 
the fighting of the 2i and 3d of July took place. We 

know, too, that as soon as Meade learned what had oceur- 
red the Third, Twelfth, and other corps were hurried up 
to the scene. Hancock, who was with Meade at Taney- 
town at the time, was despatched] to take command of 
the advance, and he reported at about half-past five that 


the position was sufficiently ood, when Meade set the 
remainder of the army in motion for the field, and ar- 

rived upon the ground at midnight. All the army was 

concentrated there by one o’clock next day. 

One of Meade’s firat directions to his chief of staff, 

Butterfield, upon reaching there, was to learn every- 

thing about the roads leading to and from Gettysburz, 

so as to be prepared for any event that might occur—a 
very proper direction to give. All the Army of North- 
ern Virginia was concentrated at Gettysburg during the 
night, except Pickett’s division of Longstreet's corps, 

which did not arrive until the morning of the 3d. 

Lee explains at some length why he attacked next 
day. Clearly, his true policy was to abstain from at- 
tack; to move in concentrated formation as rapidly as 
practicatle toward the objective of his campaign; to 
trench every position be occupied. The country, every 
step of the way to Philadelphia, is full of strong posi- 
tions. The exigencies of the case would have forced ihe 
Army of the Potomac to attack him. With nearly equal 
numbers, with rifled arms, and the trenches that may be 
thrown up in half an hour, or even less, the chances are 
all againvst the attacking force. But here, at Gettys- 
burg, we had no trenches, except for a short distance on 
the right, on Culp’s hill and vicinity. In reality, the gov- 
erning cause of Lee’s attack was the success of the Army 
et Northern Virginia at Chancellorsville. 

The disposition Meade made of his troops was the 
best the ground and circumstances permitted. The 
features of the battle-field are so well knowz that I szall 
not stop to describe them. 

You all -know how the battle on the second day went 
on, and that the hardest fighting of the three days of 
battle tock place on it. Lee attacked our left with 
Longstreet’s corps.and part of Hill’s, under the cover of 
woods, which concealed their approach, and a lony-con- 
tinued, desperate struggle ensued, lasting from half- 
past four until seven o'clock, in which we lost the ad- 
vanced part of the ground we had taken up, but the 
main position remained intact. 

On the third day Lee resumed the attack with Pick- 
ett’s division of Longstreet’s corps (which had arrived 
that morning) and Heth’s division of Hill’s corps, sup- 
ported by two divisions which did not largely partici- 
pate in the struggle. The advance of the leading divis- 
ions was made over clear, open ground, and was pre- 
ceded by a heavy fire from 119 gune. 

The gallant manner in which this advance was made, 
under the powerful fire of our artillery and infantry, ex- 
torted the admiration of those against whom it was di- 
rected. But through the excrllent disposition of Meade, 
ably seconded by his commanders, and the skill and cour- 
age of our officers and men, all the attacking force that 
reached our lines became our prisoners, as well as a con- 
siderable portion of the supporting divisions, and the 
third day terminated in a victory for us, and tke demoli- 
tion of all the Confederate plans. 

Of all the sublime sights within the view and compre- 
hension of man, the grandest, the most sublime is a great 
battle. Its sights and sounds arouse a feeling of exalta- 
tion, compared to which tame indeed is the sense of the 
sublime excited by all other great works, either of God 
orman. No grander sight was seen throughout the 
war than this great battle tetween two brave, well-dis- 
ciplined and ably commanded armies. 

Immediately upon the repulse, Meade ordered an ad- 
vance from the left, which went forward, but the day 
was too far spent for any important result to be gained. 
Longstreet and Hill ardently wished for a return attack 
upon their lines. 

Lee’s losses were 18,000 killed and wounded, and 13,- 
600 missing, a large part of the latter being our prison- 
ers, making a total loss of 31,600. Our losses were 16,- 
500 killed and wounded and 6,6¢0 missing, chiefly pri- 
soners captured the first day, making a total loss of not 
less than 23,000. 

The Army of Northern Virginia never recovered from 
this blow, but its morale remained good. Sixty thou- 
sand strong, it began to retreat in good order on the night 
of the 4th. Ourexperience has shown that one army can 
draw off from another in the night without its being dis- 
covered. Learning on the morning of the 5th that it 
had withdrawn, Meade sent the Sixth corps and the 
cavalry to foliow it to the mountizin passes, through 
which Sedgwick found it would not be practicable to 
pursue with any chance of success, owing to the facility 
with which they could be defended with a small force. 
Meade, therefore, moved in pursuit by the Boonsborough 
pass, the first practicable route through mountains south 
of those taken by Lee, and on the 12th of July came up 
with him near Williamsport, on the Potomacriver. Here 
Lee occupied a strong position, his right resting on the 
river at Falling Waters, and his left resting on it at 
Williamsport, thus enclosing his crossing-places. This 
position, naturally strong, was well entrenched, with 
artiilery judiciously posted. Careful reconnoissances 
failed to ascertain a suitable point of uttack; but 
notwithstanding, Meade ordered a reconnoissance in 
force, supported by the whole army, at daylight on the 
morning of the 14th. On the night of the 13th Lee re- 
crossed the Potomac. 

There was a great deal of clam r because Meade had 
not pressed Lee more vigorously in pursuit, and had not 
captured his army at Williamsport. Let us see what 
means Meade had to accomplish all this. The return of 
the Army of the Patomac on the 5th July showed pre- 
sent for duty 54,000 infantry and artillery, and 7,000 
cavalry—in all 61,000 men—just about the same force 
that Lee had ; and Lee’s army was not demoralized, nor 
was it more fatigued or suffering than the Army of tho 
Potomac; the only material reinforcement Meade re- 
ceived before coming up with Lee at Williamsport was a 
division of 6,000 men under French. Had he as aulted 
he would have beep repulsed with heavy loss, and with- 
out inflicting any material injury on the enemy. 
Let me compare a little the battle of Gettysburg and 
the movements immediately following it with a certain 
eat battle in Europe, to which, in some respects, it 
ts a resemblance. This comparison will,I think, 
afford means of appreciating properly the reql merits of 
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Meade and his army better than anything else I can say. 
I refer to the battle of Waterloo, a splendidly fought bat- 
tle on’ both sides. Extending over a line only two or three 
miles long, it was all within view from many points; 
the greater part of the fighting was comprised within 
the limited space of six or seven hundred yards square, 
and in that space at the close of the battle lay many 
thousand killed and wounded men. 

Wellington had posted his army in a good position on 
the crest of a long slope of open ground. He had there 
50,000 infantry, 12,000 cavalry and 6,000 urtillery (156 
guns) ; in all, 68,000 men. 

Napoleon had drawn up his force ready for an attack 
on an opposite crest, about « mile distant, the ravine be- 


tween being equally distant from the two. His force 
consisted of 5(,000 infantry, 16,000 cav: and 7,000 
artillery (246 guns); in all, 73,000 men. But of this 


force he was obliged to keep over 12,000 men posted on 
his extreme right, to meet the expected advance of the 
Prussian army, which began to come up from the direc- 
tion of Wavre soon after 12 o’clock. At Wavre, about 
ten or twelve miles to the French right, Grouchy, with 
some 32,000 men and 100 guns, was attacking one of the 
four Prussian corps, left tuere to detain him. The re- 
mainder of the Prussian army under Blucher, 52,000 
strong, with 100 guns, was hastening as fast as the soft 
roads would permit, from an early hour in the morning, 
toward the French right, to carry out the plan agreed 
upon with Wellington. Napoleon, too, looked for 
Grouchy to arrive from the same direction. You will 
perceive tbat Napoleon was dealing with nearly double 
his own force. 

Napoleon’s attacks on Wellington, five in number, be- 
gan at half-past eleven o’clock, and continued at inter- 
vals until half-past seven in the evening. At half-past 
four the Prussians were up in force, and attacked the 
French 1ight heavily and continuously, with increasing 
force, until the close of the battle. 

The last attack of Napoleon was made with great im- 
petuo-ity upon the'whule of Wellington’s line, the two 
forces being not more than sixty yards apart. Failing 
of success, the French rapidly withdrew, and Welling- 
ton says, seeing that they withdrew in soms confusion, 
he advanced his whole line, but they moved no further 
than the positions that had been occupied by the French 
army, ani from which its attacks had been made. There 
they halted for the night. The French right also drew 
off, followed in pursuit by the Prussians, wno continued 
to press the French srmy all night. 

In this battle the losses were, in Wellington’s army, 
10,000 killed and wounded; in Blucher’s 6,000 killed 
and wounded; the French losses have been stated at 
18,500 killed and wounded and 7,(00 prisoners. 

The French wounded and « large portion of their ar- 
tillery, the horses being killed, were left upon the field. 
The Prussians captured an immense booty, the trains, 
camp equipage, and ene all the remaining artillery 
which was abandoned on the route. 

Recollect that this battle was fought and all the 
operations preceding and following it were conducted 
in a perfectly vpen, gently undulating country ; toat the 
French were obliged to recross the river Sambre, on their 
frontier, some twenty-tive miles from Waterloo, yet the 
prisoners captured by the Prussians in this pursuit 
amounted to only 6,000, the whole number of French 
prisoners taken being stated at 7,000. Iurther, Grouchy 
did not hear of the battle until the next day, when 
Blucher and Wellington were between him and the 
river Sambre, the Freuch frontier, yet he retreated into 
France without any loss. 

I think thie, taken with what. has been previously 
said, is sufficient to dispo-e of the question why Meade 
did not capture Lee’s army. 

After a careful examination of the subject, so far as I 
am capable of forming an opinion, I am led to the con- 
clusion that Meade, at Gettysburg, had a more difficult 
task than Wellington at Waterloo, and pertormed it 
equally well, although he had no Blucher to turn the 
scale in his favor. 

A word or two more. Wellington, for his services in 
Portugal and Spain, had been raised through every 

rade of the B.itish peerage to its highest rank, and 
Fecliamens had voted him large sums of money to en- 
able him to live in a manner corresponding to his posi- 
tion. For Waterloo, there was no aiditional rank in 
the peerage to give him, but Parliament voted him 
£200,000, about a million of dollars. The whole sum 
thas bestowed amounted to nearly four millions of dol- 
lars. What remaining honors or marks of esteem there 
were left in the hands of the sovereigns of Europe io 
distribute he was decorated with. 
Meade, who was a major in the Corps of E 
was promoted to the rank of brigadier-gener. 
regulur Army, and was gratified at this 
proval. 
He had to bear many unjust criticisms on his conduct 
of the battle, and condemnation for not captaring the 
whole of Lee’s army, But time effaces all such at- 
tempted blemishes as these, and I believe Meade always 
felt satisfied that history would do him justice, 
After crossing the Potomac, Lee was dis to re- 
main near Winchester, among the fertile products of the 
valley of Virginia; but a well-directed thrust by Meade, 
through Manassas Gap, sent Lee rapidly out of the val- 
ley and across the Rappahannock. 
On this river the Army of the Potomac was ordered 
from Washington to rest, and several detachmonts were 
made from it to the city of New York, to North Carolina, 


and elsewhere. 
(To be Continued). 
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Av a stated meeting of the Massachusetts Commandery, 
held at the Purker House, School street, Boston, Mass., 
on Wednesday evening, December 4, the tollowing-nemed 
candidates were duly elected Companions of the Order 
of the first class: First Lieutenant Rufus T, Sparks, 
late Sixty-fourth Dlinois Voluntecrs Infantry, 


Mass.; First Lieutenant Beart, 2, Hole, late Dore 
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THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


Tue Srventy-nintn Inxrantry.—The State Arsenal was 
crowded on Wednesday evening to witness the appearance of 
the members of this command in its full-dress uniform and 
semi -full-dress ; to observe the handling of the battalion by the 
eenior vfficers present, Captain and Brevet Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Laing, and lastly to witness the ceremony of the regi- 
ment receiving from the hands of the veterans, the so termed 
“* white-flag,” or flag presented the Seventy-ninth Volun- 
teers during the war by the city of New York. The flag was 
presented by Brivet-General David Morrison, who com- 
manded the regiment during the war, aod the presentation 
speech was wade by Brevet Captain John A. Thompson, 
who lost his leg at Chantilly while carrying the colors. Cap- 
tain Laing received the flag, and responded on behalf of the 
Seventy-ninth Regiment, National Guard. 





Tue Centre Market Armory.—Among the different mili- 
tia headquarters of New York city, none, perhaps, has the 
historic name of the market building, located at the junction 
of Grand and Centre streets. This building, once the home 
of three regiments, year after year became more dilapidated, 
and the little repairs which it received scarcely made it ten- 
antable. At last the regiments, like the rats of a sinking 
ship, began its desertion, the Seventy-first being the first to 
leave, the Sixth next, and finally the Eighth. For the past 
few years the greater portion of the building has remained 
unoccupied and gradually gone to decay, the rooms formerly 
oecupied by the Seventy-first and Sixth presenting a dreary 
appearance, with broken walls and shattered windows, eto. 
The rooms at one time ocenpied by the Eighth regiment, 
and located on the east side of the building, have been sioce 
used for police drill, but even the light and cautious 
steps of the city guardians were almost too much for the 
weak nerves of ‘‘Old Centre.’’ The city some years since 
leased the building for five years, but some time ago the 
supervisors found it necessary to lease back a portion of the 
upper stories to provide quarters for the Eleventh and Fifth 
regiments. This done, the building has been recon- 
structed, and, in the language of a Celtic friend, has had a 
new foundation put on its roof, or, in other words, the upper 
stories have been entirely rebuilt, the lower part, used for 
market purposes, having been deemed safe enough to stand 
this remarkable alteration. Still, to all appearances, even 
after this expense, the building will soon be considered alto- 
gether too unsafe for the heavy tramp of soldiery. Every- 
thing considered, it would have been far better, and wastly 
more economical in the end, to entirely rebuild the edi- 
fice. The building, or the reconstructed portion, will be 
ready, it is said, for use next month, when the German mili- 
tia of the east will take up their new and far better quarters. 
These old militia quarters, as aforesaid, have a history, and 
we gather from the New York Herald of recent date a brief 
history of Centre Market : ‘‘ The history of Centre Market 
dates back to 1812, when the neighborhood of Broome and 
Orchard streets was almost a waste. In that year a propo- 
sition was wade to establish a market in that locality. The 
ground was very high, fully one hundred feet above the level 
of Grand street. It was known as ‘ Bunker Hil!,’ and here 
a stand was made and a temporary fortification erected by 
the Revolutionary troops when retiring before the British in 
1776. The earth was subsequently removed, ani the ques- 
tion of erecting a market became an absorbing topic. It 
was urged by the inhabitants of the Sixth, Eighth, and 
Tenth Wards, who petitioned the Common Council July 14, 
1817, in favor of the project. Oa the 25th August following, 
a committee reported in favor of purchasing the necessary 
ground bounded by Orange, Rynders (Centre), Grand, and 
Broome streets. The owner agreed to sell for $5,000, on con- 
dition that it was always to be used for publie market pur- 
poses. The committee also proposed to build a market house 
measuring 50 feet by 25 feet, running along Grand street, at 
an estimated cost of $1,000. This was accepted and passed 
by both boards. The building, when completed, was called 
Centre Market, as being centrally located. It was immedi- 
ately occupied by the butchers doing business in Collect 
Market—-a very deep pond of water in the vicinity of the 
present site of the Tombs being known by the name of the 
Collect. It opened with a good business, which went on in- 
creasing until July, 1822, when an addition, extending seven- 
ty-five feet, was made to accommodate country people and 
fishermen. The old material of the Fly Market that stood 
at the foot of Maiden Jane was used for this purpose. In 
1838 the present building was erected. An appropriation of 
$50,000 was made for the structure, but the proposals ac- 
cepted called for only $40,800. In January following the 
building was ready for occupation, and the opening was cel- 
ebrated by a grand bell and supper. Four months later, 
what was then known as Orange street, on the east side, be- 
tween Grand and Broome, was changed in name to Centre 
Market place, which it still retains. About the same time 
Rynders street was changed to Centre, so as to correspond 
with the name of the market, which was in 1840 a great de- 
pot of supplies for citizens. Years before this period a peti- 
' tion was precented to the Board of Supervisors by the fore- 
. man and thirty members of Fire Engine Company No. 40, 
then located in Mulberry street, stating they were residing 
in a thickly populated part of thecitya d praying that a bell 
be placed in the steeple of the market The cost of the bell 
was $55, and the request was granted. In the latter part of 
3853 another addition, thirty feet wide and thirty-five 
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feet high, was erected, and joined to the building on Centre 
Market place at an expense of five thousand dollars. 
In 1839 the market was the only public building in the 
city available for drilling the militia. The rooms were di- 
vided up among several regiments, including the Sixth, 
Eighth, and Seventy-first, and on one occasion, while the 
Eighth was marching at cadence step, the floor snddenly 
broke away and sunk many inches. It was then, as stated 
before, abandoned for regimental drill purposes. Some of 
the upper rooms were at one time occupied as a station 
house. The upper part of the building is to be once 
more occupied by the National Guard. During the past 
year a good many vacant stalls have been rented and the 
revenue has consequently considerably increased.” 


Tue Twenty-seconp AnD THE Hesrew PersvAsion.— 
For the past few weeks a portion of the National Guard here- 
abouts has been exercised over the recent decision of Com- 
pany A, Twenty-second, or the decision of its captain, rela- 
tive to the admission in the regiment of persons of the He- 
brew faith. We have received several anonymous communi- 
cations in regard to this matter, and upon inquiry as to the 
facts we find that they are as given below. While the Na- 
tional Guard, we will first remark, has never recognized 
either politics, religion, or nationality in the matter of mem- 
bership, it still has the unquestionable right to select its as- 
sociates, und nothing tends to build up a company better 
than the social sympathy of its members.. But never before 
has religion been made a barrier against membership, and in 
this case the question only arose out of exceptional circum- 
stances. From what we have ascertained from official source, 
it seems that some time ago two companies admitted several 
Hebrew members, who by tieir action seriously injured the 
recruiting of the companies, in fact almost brought it to a 
stand-still. 

The modus operandi, it appears, was this: Whenever a 
recruit was secured and his name brought before either of 
these companies for election, if he was a Christian he was 
‘* black balled’’ by the Hebrews, and if a Hebrew he was 
similarly treated by the Christian members of the company, 
so that eventually the companies became reduced in strength 
and greatly demoralized. The commandant of Company A, 
not the company itself, as alleged—for the person, we under- 
stand, had been already elected—having these facts in view 
refused to confirm the action of the company, and in doing 
so explained the matter to the new members and wrote a state- 
ment of the facts to his superior, which was forwarded to 
General Headqnarters. It is unfortunate that the difficulty 
ever arose, for it will be an evil day for the National Guard 
when religion enters as a disturbing element, for our 
laws and our social structure are both hostile to any discrim- 
ination on grounds of religious faith. 

Mivitary Starr or Governor Dix.—The following gen- 
tlemen have been appointed members of the staff of the 
Governor elect : Adjutant-General, Major-General John F, 
Rathbone, Albaay; Inspector-General, Brigadier-General 
William H. Morris, Cold Spring; Chief of Ordnance, Briga- 
dier-General Samuel W. Johnson ; Engineer in Chief, Briga- 
diez-General N. Gano Dunn, lieutenant-colonel Eighth N. Y 
regiment, New York; Judge-Advocate-General, Brigodier- 
General J. Hampden Wood, Albany ; Surgeon-General, Brig- 
adier-General Thonmas F. Rochester, Buffalo ; Quartermaster- 
General, Brigadier-General John N. Kuapp, Auburn; Pay- 
master-General, Brigadier-General Rufus H. King, Albany ; 
Commissary-General Subsistence, Brigadier-General Samuel 
Wm. Juhnson ; Aides-de-Camp, Colonel Geo. G. Haven, 17 
Wall st., New York,,Colonel Chester Griswold, Troy, Colonel 
Robert C. Pruyn, Albany, Colonei Hamilton Fish, New York, 
Col. Wm. A. W. Stewart, New York, Col. Hiram P. Hopkins 
Albany; Military Secretary, Colonel Dix, son of the Gov- 
ernor. The chief of staff, General Rathbone, is a well-known 
merchant of Albany, who during the war held the position 
of commandant of the Albany depot of volunteers. The In- 
spector-General, General Morris, is already well known to 
our National Guard, not only from his service on the staff of 
Governor Hoffman, but by his record as an officer during the 
War. He is a graduate of West Point, and a most agree- 
able gentleman. General Knapp was secretary of the Repub- 
lican State Committee. General King is a relative of the 
late Governor King. General Smith is a well known citizen 
of Rochester. Colonel Haven is a New York banker. Colo- 
nel Griswold a son of the John A. Griswold. Colonel 
Pruyn a son of the Honorable Robert H. Pruyn. Uolone; 
Fish, a son of the Secretary of State. Colonel Stewart the 
eon of John A. Stewart, president of the United States Trust 
Company, and Colonel Hopkins, a son of Comptruller Hop- 
kins. We are very glad that Governor Dix has continued 
General Johnson in office. We have never had a better offi- 
cer in his position. He is conscientious and thorough in the 
discharge of his duties, andis a gentleman whose charac- 
ter and position are quite in keeping with the social consider 
ations that seem to have chiefly controlled in the selection of 
our new Governor’s staff. With the exception of General 
Morris and General Dunn, they are new men to the National 
Guard, but if they will devote themselves as conscientiously as 
“General Johnson has, to the discharge of their several func- 
tions, they will make a most efficient staff. 


Turrreenta Inranrry.—This regiment has held seve-al 
detailed battalion drills at the State Arsenal, Brooklyn, all 
of which have been of a strictly private character, being or- 
dered for rudimental instruction in the school of the bat- 
talion. General Jourdan, the regimental commander, has 








assumed the old-time control of the regiment, and during 
these drills has not failed to express his views regarding mis- 
takes of officers and the conduct of the men, all of which has 
been taken in its true meaning, namely, for the best interests 
of the regiment as a body. At one of these drills he was fore- 
ed to consolidate, in consequence of two or more companies 
failing to parade the required detail, and in this consolida- 
tion little regard to seniority was considered, as far as the 
weak companies were concerned. The regiment, despite its 
inadequate and unsafe regimental her.dquarters, is recruiting 
well and quietly. The regiment is working assiduously for 
its new armory, with the taxpayers of Breoklyn, and a strong 
and assured successful effort will be made this winter at Al- 
bany in its behalf. Looking at this subject in a truly de- 
serving and long-merited light, we do not see how any tax- 
payer of Brooklyn can refuse to aid the petition of the mem- 
bers of this command for a new armory, nor how any 
thoughtful member of the Legislature can refuse to assist one 
of the most deserving regiments in the State service. The 
new armory of the Twenty-third, now building, will un- 
doubtedly affect the prospects of the old Thirteenth in more 
ways than one, and the citizens of Brooklyn should no 
longer allow the regiment that formed the nucleus of the 
Second division almost, to longer remain in an unsafe, in- 
adequate, and dilapidated structure. The Forty-seventh has 
one handsome armory, and has a good bid for another, for 
one of its companies at Greexpoint. The Thirty-second and 
Tventy-eighth have the new substantial Kings county ar- 
mory copjvintly, and the Twenty-third next spring will en- 
ter one of the most spacious and handsome armory build- 
ings in the State. With all this in view, can the citizens of 
Brooklyn long fail to see that during all this time the Brock- 
lya City Guard or Thirteenth regiment has been left out in 
the cold. Brooklyn has always called on the Thirteenth 
first in case of danger; and among the compliments paid by 
the Governor of the State in the July riot of 1871, was the 
inquiry by his Excellency at police headquarters, New York, 
as to the whereabouts of the Brooklyn Thirteenth, the only 
regiment of the Second division called into requisition on 
that memorable day. The Thirteenth, with due respect to 
the other regiments of the division, has always been recog- 
nized as one of the reliable regiments of the State service ; 
and now let the ci ty, county, and State give it only what it 
has more than won by actual service. 


Tue TWENTyY-THIRp’s ANNUAL Concert.—The Twenty- 
third regiment on Monday eveniog held at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music what is termed its annual promenade con- 
cert, this being the tenth since its organization. The storm 
of sleet and rain, which banished pedestrians from the streets 
and gave the city a dismal look, was forgotten for the time 
in the brilliantly lighted Academy. The storm, however, 
affected to some extent the attendance, and fortunately for 
those who faced the outside elements fur the inside delights 
of charming music and charming women, it saved those who 
did attend from the usual crush of these occasions. These 
annual receptions of the Twenty-third are undoubtedly the 
most select of the military entertainments in this vicinity, 
and have yearly grown more popular among the best society 
of Brooklyn. They are among the few-occasions which in- 
variably draw forth the beauty and wealth of a city which is 
justly aod particularly famous for the former among its wo- 
men, and scarcely excelled in the latter among its men. It 
is therefore no small credit for any regiment of the National 
Guard to attract an assemblage of this character. These 
pleasant gatherings are nom‘nally cailed promenade con- 
certs, yet the floor of the Academy of Music always re- 
mains deserted during the performance of the music by the 
famous band of the regiment, the audience apparently, dur- 
ing these two musical hours, preferring to quietly remain 
seated, and, while listening, accumulate strength for the 
several hours of dancing which follow. Under such cireum- 
stances it is not easy to understand why these elegant re- 
ceptions are called promenade concerts. 


The Academy seldom presented a more brilliant appear- 
ance than on this evening ; the elegant character of the dec- 
orations, aided by luminous gas lights and handsome toilets, 
giving brightness to the otherwise plain-looking inter or of 
the building. Mr. Fred. Aldridge, of Brooklyn, was the 
gentleman who so materially changed the appearance of the 
Academy stage and its surroundings. The effect of his ar- 
tis:ic taste and handiwork was every where visible, and won 
deserving compliments for their general elegance. On en- 
tering the parquette a picture was presented of the most ap- 
propriate and attractive character. In the extreme back- 
ground the decorations presented a gathering of the imple- 
ments of war in such form as to represent the rays of the 
rising sun and glistening stars, the effect being produced by 
highly polished sword blades and bayonets. Above these 
were the various insignia of the National Guard, together 
with clusters of shields, battle axes, etc., of the old time pe- 
riod, the national colors forming a brilliantly colored frame- 
work; while at the base an elegant fountain of water, lo- 
cated in a parte-re of choice plants and flowers, and lighted 
from globe covered gas jets, supported by statuary repre- 
senting Atlas; the whole forming a charming background to 
a beautiful stage picture. Covering the stage was colored 
canvas, pendent from which were red, blue, and white 
streamers, the effect produced being that of a large tent cn 
the stage. On the sides of the stage there were baskets of 
plants pendent from the chandeliers, and from the private 
boxes hung festoons of evergreens and the national colors, 














Decemper 21, 1872. 


ee o- 





ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL 


— 





———— 











the busts of Washington, Lincoln, Clay, and Franklin oceu- 
pying conspicuous positions on pedestals in the lower boxes. 
From the proscenium hung a large banner on which was 
painted the regimental coat of arms with the motto Vigi- 
lantia. Sprmounting this was the inscription, in jets of gas, 
« Twenty-third regiment N. G. of S. N. Y.,’’ long streamers 
and the Stars and Stripes ornamenting the upper part of the 
proscenium. 

The regimental band, fifty in number, during the perform~ 
ence of the promenade music was stationed on the right of 
the stage, all its members wearing the handsome new uni- 

forms adopted some time since. The music was, of course, 
excellent, many of the selections being for the first time 
performed in this country by this band, and were exceed- 
ingly well received, asin fact was the entire programme of 
the evening. Part first of the programme was concluded at 
shortly after 10 o’clock, and then the ‘‘ball opened” in 
reality by the introduction of a grand official march, led by 
Major-Generel Woodward, commanding Second division ; 
Brigadier-General Meserole, commanding Eleventh brigade ; 
Col. Ward, the regimental commander ; and their respective 
staffs, officers generally bringing upthe rear. This brilliant 
military psgeant was soon augmented by hosts of elegantly 
dressed women and their escorts; the carpeted and parlor- 
like floor soon being filled to its utmost limit with a most 


elegant assemblage. The band having been divided for 
cers. The dancing now began, and continued in good time, 
under the direction of Signor Conterno and his musical fol- 
lowers,,until 2 o’clock in the morning. The officers and 
teous, and the ‘‘tenth annual’’ was one of the social suc- 
cesses Of the season. The following are the names of the 
members of the regiment who discharged the duties assigned 
Lieut.-Col. 8. H. Farnham, Surgeon Geo. K. Smith, Quarter- 
master R. C. Ogden, Captain Chas. H. Joy, Captain A. EI- 
mendorf, Captain Chas. E. Satterlee, Captain Chas. E. Trus- 
Executive Committee—Major John N. Partridge, Captain 
D. W. Van Ingen, Captain Chas. 8. West, Commissary J. L. 
Morgan, Jr., Lieutenant W. H. Bourdette, 
opinion delivered by Justice Peckham in regard to the Im- 
prisogment act of the Military Code in the case of The 
People ex ret. Edward Underwood, v. Edward S. Daniell, 
ward at the instance of the Thirteenth of Brooklyn: 
GENERAL Heapquarters STATE OF New York, 
ADJUTANT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
General Orders No. 23. 

The Court of Appeals having, by recent decision, affirmed 
the constitutionality of the imprisonment clause in the Mili- 
derwood, Applts., v. Edward S. Daniell, M»jor, etc., Respt.,’’ 
the following extracts from the opinion delivered by Justice 
Peckham are published for the information of the National 

Appeal from the judgment of the General Term in the 
Second Department of the Supreme Court, affirming the pro- 
ceedings of the court-martial of whch the defendant was 

The court-martial tried the relator for not attending cer- 
tain parades or drills, some five of them, and sentenced him 
to pay a fine of $18 in ali, as provided by statute. 1 Sess. 

The relator, upon being personally summoned, appeared 
before the court and denied its jurisdiction upon the ground 
that the act of 1879 under which it was organized was un- 
allowed to appeal by counsel. His objections were over- 
ruled, and the delinquencies having been proved, that tri- 
buzal found him guilty of the charges, and imposed said 
cution to commit the relator to jail in default of property 
to satisfy the amount. 

It is insisted that the act establishing this military court 
courts. The argument is based upon the Judiciary articie 
or our State Constitution, adopted in 1869, which modifies 
the courts generally as then established, and then authorizes 
and criminal jurisdiction, thus, by implication, prohibiting 
the establishment of any other. Article 6, section 19. The 
existence of this military court is also claimed to be in viola- 
of the citizen. 

It is singular, if there be force in these objections, that 
they should never before have been presented, so far as we 
of these tribunals has been often assailed in the courts. 

The provisions of each constitution of our State on this 
subject have been substantially the same: The fact then 
is clear evidence of the opinion of the bar as to their con- 
stitutionality. 

The several constitutions of this State afford at least neg- 
provisionto abolish or modify any court. I have no doubt, 
though I have not taken the trouble to examine, that these 
tribunals were authorized by statute while this State was yet 
the first constitution, viz., in April, 1786, they were author- 
ized under an act to “ regulate the militia.” 1 Laws of N. 
Y., Green Ed., 227. Modified in various ways by statute, 

When the subsequent constitutions were framed, these 
tribunals, plainly authorized by statute, were in the open 
continued exercise of their authority; yet not a word is 
Judiciary article adopted in 1869, abclishing or modifying 
them in terms or by plain implication. 

But when, in either of them, existing courts were abol- 


dancing and promenade, sets were soon formed for the lan- 
members composing the committee were attentive and cour- 
them: Reception Committee—Colonel Rodney C. Ward, 
low, Captain Edward N. Norton, Captain Willis L. Ogden. 
Imprisonment Act—TuxE Opinion —The following is the 
Major—a case some time since decided and brought for- 
ALBANY, December 9, 1872. 
tary Code in the case of ‘The People ex rel. Edward Un- 
Guard : 
president. 
Laws of 1870, p. 270, section 207. 
constitutional, demanded a trial by jury, and also that he be 
fines. The president subsequently issued the precept or exe- 
is unconstitutional and void; that these are not local 
the Legislature to establish ‘inferior local courts ” of civil 
tion of various provisions of the Constitution as to the rights 
know, to any court, although the legality of the proceedings 
that they have thus stood unquestioned for nearly a century 
ative evidence that these tribunals were not aimed at in any 
a colony, certainly within ten years after the adoption of 
they have continued ever since. 
found either in the constitutions of 1821, 1846, or in the 
ished or modified, it was done by plain, express proyi- 


The failure to ‘modify or abolish these tribunals in the 
manner adopted as to other existing courts is evidence that 
no such abolition was intended. 

A change so radical as the total abolition of these military 
tribunals, thus plainly authorized by statute, and which 
have existed in civilized nations almost from time imme- 
morial, would scarcely have been left to unsertain implica- 
tion. 

It is fair to infer that the convention, knowing of the ex- 
istence and use of these military tribunals, intended to leave 
them to be regulated by law. Livingston v. the Mayor of 
N. Y.,8 Wend., 102; Beekman v. Saratoga and Schenectady 
R. R. Co., 3 Page, 75; Jn re Smith, 10 Wend., 450. 

No discussion or proposition for their abolition was heard 
ef in the convention that framed the present Judiciary ar- 
ticle of the Constitution, and it is clear that the convention 
did uot intend to abolish them. 

There is also an affirmative recognition in the Constitu- 
tion of there tribunals. The Constitution declares that 
“the militia of this State shall at all times hereafter be 
armed, and dis¢plined, and in readiness for service.’" Ar- 
ticle 11, Section 1. 

(This provision is contained in all the constitutions of our 
State.) 

It also provides that no person shall be held to answer for 
a capital or otherwise infamous crime, unless on indictment, 
‘* except in cases of the militia wken in actual service, and 
the land and naval forces in time of war, or which this State 
may keep, with the consent of Congress, in time of peace.’’ 
Article 1, Section 6, Constitution of 1846. 

These provisions recognize the existence of courts-martial. 
They are a necessary incident to the ‘‘discipline’’ of the 
militia, though not regarded as courts of justice within the 
prohibition of the Constitution. Jn re Smith, 10 Wend., 
449. 

The provision in each constitution requiring the militia to 
be disciplined implies that there must be some tribunal to 
enforce it. For that purpose there has never been any 
other than these military tribunals, and there is nothing ia 
either constitution that manifests an intent to abolish 
them. . ; 

In re Smith, supra, the quesiion of the constitutionality 
of the law allowing a medical society to try a member was 
raised against the action of the medical society in trying 
Smith for an alleged misdemeanor. The court held it to be 
mere discipline, and that that tribunal was not exercising 
the usual jurisdiction of ordinary courts of justice, and 
therefore was not within the prohibition against new 
courts. 

Nor is this statute in conflict with the provisions of the 
Constitution declaring that “no member of this State shall 
be distranchised or deprived of any of the rights or privil- 
eges secured to any citizen thereof, unless by the law of the 
land or the judgment of his peers.’’ Article 1, Section 1. 

Nor with the provision that ‘‘no person shall be deprived 
of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law.” 
Article 1, section 6. 

In their substance I think they are in harmony. 

These provisions of the Constitution are very ancient, and 
have always been the law of our State, and I believe no 
court has ever yet questioned the right of these tribunals to 
exist and to exercise their authority within its proper 
limits. 

It is also urged that this statute is in conflict with the pro- 
vision of the Constitution, that “the trial by jury, in all 
cases in which it has heen heretofore used, shail remain in- 
violate forever.’’ Article 1, Section 2. 

It is urged that itis ‘‘at least in conflict, in that it aa- 
thorizes the arrest and imprisonment of the delinquent.’’ 

This provision of the Constitution is much like those just 
before considered. 

These constitutional objections were all raised Jn re Smith, 
supra, and in the other cases cited, and held not to apply. 

That thia act authorizes the arrest and imprisonment of 
the delinquent upon the execution has nothiug to do with 
the right of trial by jury. 

If the judgment be right, the Legislature has the undoubt- 
ed authority to declare whether the delinquent may be im- 
prisoned if the officer fail to find sufficient goods. 

By two acts of 1846 the Legislature declared that, in cer- 
tain cases, he should not be imprisoned. By the statute of 
1870 they enacted that he might be, in certain cases: and 
the Legislature of 1870 had the same power as that of 1846. 

The judgment is affirmed. 

By order of the Commander-in-Chief. 

FRANKLIN TowNsSEND, Adjutant-General. 





Official: J. B. Stonenouse, Assistant Adjutant-Gen. 


Various Irems —At an election for civil officers in the 
Seventy-ninth Infantry for the ensuing year the following 
were elected: Treasurer—Captain Alexander Croall; Re- 
cording Secretary—Lieutenant Thomas D. 8, Hughes (re- 
elected) ; Financial Secretary—Lieutenant Thomas D. 8. 
Hughes; Finance Committee—Captain. Alonzo Datch, Cap 
tain Joseph Laing, Lieutenant Allan S. Macdonald ; Armo- 
ry Committee—Quartermaster George Mitchell, Lieutenant 
William R. Allen, Lieutenant George McIntosh......The first 
anniversary reception of the ‘‘JamesC. Rice Post, No. 29, 
G. A. R.,’’ will be held December 30 at the armory of the 
First regiment. Mr. M. H. Beaumont is chairman, and N. 
D. Ilerder Clark, secretary......The famous Ninth, of Bos- 
ton, Mass., will hold its annual ball at Musie Hall on the 
evening of January 7. Colonel Finan is in command of this 
regiment, which, like its commander, has hosts of friends, 
all of whom do not hail from Boston......Colonel Harry Al- 
len, of the Providence N. T. A., we learned, some time since 
resigned his command, and is now residing in New Haven, 
Conn. Colonel Harry did love the military, and we know 
the military loved him ; and what they will do without him 
we cannot imagine. By the way, we don’t hear much about 
the military doings-of our friends of Rhode Island. We 
trust the ignoble defeat of the Militia bill in the Rhode 
Island Legislature last winter did not quite crush the spirit 
out of the few militia patriots of the State. Still the real 
public spirit of these legislators is deserving1" commenda- 
tion by the people of Rhode Island. Quartermaster-General 
Flagg, we see by the Rhode Island papers, is making his 
annual inspection of the armories and property of the State, 
and, as usual, everything is reported in good condition, ete. 
The different organizations, as customary, ‘‘ Turn out the 
Guard,” and there is lots of feasting and speech-making 








——— 


But let us ask, en passant, is all this military or old-time 
fuss?......The Seventy-nioth received the ‘white flag’ on 
Wednesday evening from the hands of those who, it is said, 
did not show the “white feather’? during the war in its 
ranks. This flag of truce is indicative, we presume, of the 
peaceful condition of the Highlanders and the cessation of 
hostilities with the Custom-house regarding the new High- 


Brigadier-General J. W. Hoffman, commanding Second bri- 
gade, First division, Pennsylvania National Guard, a draft 
of the new militia law prepared by him for submission to 
the officers of the State service and for the action of the 
Legislature of Pennsylvania, a synopsis of which we rrinted 
some weeks since, with comments. The bill introduces. 
many reforms for the Pennsylvania National Guard, but its 
penalties,as aforesaid, are not strong enough to sustain the 
required discipline. This, however, is not altogether the 
fault of General Hoffman, who deserves great praise for his 
efforts to raise the standard of the National Guard ot his 
State...... The Seventy-first was ordered to assemble for drill 
at the State Arsenal on Thursday evening. Like the Gen- 
eral Orders of the Twenty-seoond Infantry mentioned last 
week, the orders of the ‘“‘ American Guard” have been com~= 
mendably reduced to iessthan three lines......The Thirteenth 
was Ordered to drill on Friday evening at the State Arsenal, 
Brookiyn, andthe Twenty-second at its armors, Fourteenth 
street, N.Y. The Thirteenth will give a public reception 
at the Brooklyn Academy of Music February next. Good 
for the “Old Thirteenth!’’......The ‘ Burnside Rifles,’? 
Company G, Twenty-eighth regiment, Captain John Schwei- 
zer, celebrated its eighteenth annual ball at Turn Halle, 
Brooklyn, E. D., on Monday evening. The interior of the hall 
was elegantly, appropriately, and tastefuily decorated. The 
music, by Mayer’s Thirty-second regiment band, was excel- 
lent. The ‘‘ rations” were hugely enjoyed and “ devoured ” 
by the ‘‘ fair women and brave men.” The military gentle- 
men present, ‘‘ in full harness,”’ discusse! military matters— 
‘* Various Items,” ‘*Taps,’’? ‘‘Random Firings,’’ National 
Guard Riding Club, and Governor Dix’s staff. Among the 
eloquent debaters we noticed Colonel Joseph Burger, the 
jovial commander of the Twenty-eighth (who, by the way, 
is still on the sick list); Lieutenant-Colcnel Obernier, au- 
thor of ‘‘Dress Parade Tactics ;’’ Major Wills, the boid 
horseman; Surgeon Groux, Major K. . . ., Adjutant 
Pape, the pet of the Twenty-eighth; Captains Heerdt, 
Reitzner, Koch, Platte, Kissel, Lutz, Kreuscher, Quarter- 
master Schmitt, Lieutenants Wilson, Hartman, Iilig, Miller, 
and Behlen......The Thirty-second regiment will probably 
celebrate its annual reception on Easter Monday......Company 
I, Twenty-eighth battalion, Captain Wm. Heerdt, Jr., will 
give an exhibition drill, and dance, drink, sing, and smoke, 
at Turn Halle, Brooklyn, E. D., December 30....,, 
The civil officers elect of the Forty-seventh regiment for 
the ensuing year are: President, Colonel D. BE. Austin; See- 
retary, Captain W.H. King; Financial Secretary, Captain 
Allen; Treasurer, Goneral J. V. Meserole. Company D, 


Forty-seventh regiment, has elected the following civil offi- 
cers for the ensuing year: President, Captain W. H. King; 


vate Bergen; Financial Secretary, Sergeant-Major J. H. 
Renshaw; Treasurer, Sergeant Havens. The following com- 
mitties were also appointed to serve for the coming year: 
Court-Martial—Lieutenant Brown, Sergeant-Major Renshaw, 
Corporal Douglass and Privates Whaley and Baker. Re- 
cruiting Committee—Sergeant Strusse, Privates Stoldt, Wha- 
ley, and Cooper. 


First Massacavusetts.—On the evening of December 12, 
at Boston, Captain Henry W. Wilson, of the staff of Brigadier- 
General Burrill, commanding First brigade, First division, 
M. V. M., was elected to the command of this regiment, re- 
ceiving a,plurality of 15 out of 28 votes cast, the remaining 
votes being divided between two officers of the regiment. The 
newly elected colonel, in accepting the position, stated that 
the election although unsolicited by him was not unexpected. 
He accepted the position with confidence that with the aid 
of his brother officers he could add something to the repu- 
tation of the First regiment. He could not do anythin 
alone. He thanked them for their mark of esteem, an 
hoped to merit their confidence. General Burrill then spoke 
a few words of exhortation. He thought the regiment could 
be made the finest in the State, and spoke with great dis- 
gust of the tardiness in drill, and assigned as the reason 
the want of sympathy and union in the different companies. 
He hoped the hatchets would be buried handle downwar 
and so deep that they could never be dug up. ’ 

It is very evident from the choice of: this officer that the 
First regiment isnot a strong advocate of rotation in 
office, and, like many other commands, believes in tke poli- 
cy of introducing an outside element in the regiment. More- 
over, the vote on this occasion does not indicate the desired 
harmony of its officers, which we trust the new leader of 
the regiment will aid in restoring. wits 
. ——5 

Tue KrnG-TILEsTON CARTRIDGE-Box.—In our eighth 
volume we gave an illustrated ea of this very 
decided improvement. During the last year—several 
hundred boxes having been issued to commands in ac- 
tive service—practical and thorough tests have been 
made of its merits, and we are glad to know that our 
original suggestion of its excelient qualities is fully en- 
dorsed by the service experience. The King-Tileston 
Box, while occupying less space than the ordinary aZ- 
fair, weighs but 8 ounces, and in the sim 
ty and economy of its construction and its facility of 
cartridge manipulation, special advantages as an article 
of personal equipment. Our friends in foreign staff cir« 
cles, who are always earnest oleervers of changes of ord} 
nance or equipment originated in the American 
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VIENNA INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION. 


THE ART OF WAR—GROUP OF XVI. 
Sm: A 


scale of great magnitude, and under the most liberal 
governmental auspices. 

General Thomas B. Van Buren, of New York City, 
commissiuner-general to the exposition from the United 


States, has invited the organized co-operation of all|¢ 


branches of American industry, in order that our coun- 
try may have a creditable representation in that great 
international enterprise. 

Under the authority of the Austrian Government, ex- 
tensive public grounds have been set apart, and spacious 
buildings erected for the display. 

Large sums of money for the exhibition have already 
been allotted by many my oy. governments, and it is 

and expected that the Congress of the United 
States will take such early, wise, and liberal action in 
behalf of the varied industries of our own country, as 
will relieve American exhibitors from all expenses of 
rtation to and from the Austrian capital. 

A more favorable opportunity, or one ry great- 
er advantages ia prospective profit, could not be desired 
by American manufacturers and inventors, for exhibit- 
ing the products of their industry and skill, and secur- 
ing all the substantial benefits of a widespread knowl- 
edge and recognition of their works. 

The undersigned, as member of an advisory commit- 
tee, selected for the promotion of this project, has been 
appointed cl.airman of a sub-committee of experts, to be 
named by himself, on Group XVI. of the programme, em- 
bracing all kinds of War Materials. 

The members of the sub-committee, whose names are 
hereunto appended, are requested to lend the aid of 
their advice and counsel in securing for Group XVI. a 
comprehensive representation at the exhibition. 

The following is a list of principal articles emtraced 
in this group: 

Mortars and all heavy ordnance; field and siege guns, 
including the Gitling, and all volley, revolving, and re- 
peating guns; metals for guns, and modes of, and ma- 
chinery for gun construction; projectiles, and metals 
and apparatus for — the same; powders, and their 
inquellonta, and all explosive mixtures; methods and 
apparatus for making, picking, preserving, and traus- 
porting ammunition; instruments for testing powders ; 
gun carriages, (counterpoise, depressing and other sys- 
tems); metal shields, and all devices for protecting guns 
eni gunners ; implements and devices for mounting, dis- 
mounting, moving and serving guns, for taking initial 
velocities, and for testing guns and gun metals; fuses 
for igniting sh-lls, and time, train and submarine fuses ; 
electrical blasting apparatus, comprising the frictional, 
the magaeto-electric and the dynamic machines, and the 
voltaic and other batteries for exploding mines and 
torpedoes, military pyrotechny, telegraphy, incen- 
di compositions and signals; mines, torpedoes, 
hand greaades, ards, etc. pontoon, bateau, 
trestle and other bridge trains, and their wagons; 
fascines, gabions, and materials for the same ; breech- 
loading smali arms, revolvers, and their ammunition ; 
bayonets, swords and sabres; artillery harness, horse 
equipments, and infantry and cavalry accoutrements ; 
tents and camp and garrison equipage of all kinds; 
modes of rendering fubrics moth and waterproof; porta- 
ble stoves, ovens, torges, etc.; desiccated and condensed 
rations; hospitals, ambulances, medicine wagons; hand 
stretchers, and other modes of transporting the sick and 
wounded, etc., etc. 

Parties desiring to exhibit may communicate for in- 
formation with General Thomas B. Van Buren, 51 
Chambers street, New York, or with the undersigned, 

Q. A. GILLMORE, 
Brevet Major-General, U.S. A, Army Buiidine, West 
Houston St., N. Y., Chairman Group XVI. (War Ma- 


. 


terials) 


Sub-Committee on War Materials (Group XV1.) 

General J. G. Barnard, U. S. Army, Army Building, 
‘West Houston street, New York. 

General Rufus Ingalls, U.S. Army, Army Building, 
‘West Houston street, New York. 

General H. G, Wright, U.S. Army, Army Building, 
West Houston street, New York. 

General John Newton, U.S. Army, Army Building, 
‘West Houston street, New York. 

Colonel Silas Crispin, U. S. Army, Avmy Building, 
‘West Houston street, New York. 

General Chauncey McKeever, U. S. Army, Army 
Building, West Houston street, New York. 

General George B. McClellan, 346 Broadway, New 
York. 


Colonel William C. Church, Editor Army anpD Navy 
J y men 39 Park pom. New Yerk. 


B. Marcy, U. 8. Army, Washing- 
ton, D. C 


Governeur Paulding, Esq., Cold Spring, N. Y. 
General Wm. B. Franklin, Hartford, Conn. 
Wn. §S. Smoot, Esq., Ilion, N. Y. 
Edward Reed, Esq., of Cyrus Alger & Co., Boston, 

Colonel T. L. Casey, U. S. Army, Engineer Office, 
Washington, D. C. 

Caleusl Cesinn H. om U. S. Army, Médical De- 
partment, Washington, D. 

Lamotte De Pont, Esq., Wilmington, Del. 


us , 19 Maiden Lane, N. Y. 
Pe Wa. R. ,U. S&S. Army, Willett’s Point, 


General Charles G. Sawtelle, U. S. Army, Philadel- | Ste 


phia, Pa. 
Colonel Judson D. Bingham, U.S. Army, Washing- 


ton, D. C. 
Colonel Thos. G. Benton, U. 8S. Army, Springfield, 
P.V. Hageet, U. 8. Army, Watervliet Arsen- 
» New York. 


General 
" Soioeal J, Treadwell, U. 8. Army, Ordnance 
Office, Weshington,D.C, | , 


D. Van Nostrand, 23 Murray street, New York. 
Major J. N. Bundy, Editor Zvening Mail, New York. 
Professor Plympton, Polytechnic Iustitute, Brooklyn, 


competitive exposition of the ind of all |w. ¥ 
nations will be opened at Vienna, on May 1, 1873, on a 


Major Charles W. Howell, U. 8. Army, Lock Box 950, 
New Orleans, Li. 

General Barton 8. Alexander, U. 8. Army, San Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 
Colonel C. S. Stewart, U. 8. Army, San Frencisco, 


al. 
General J. H. Wilson, U. S. Army, 70 William street, 
New York City. 


N. B.—Each member of the sub-committee is requested 
to send to the chairman, with the least ible delay, 
the names and addresses of all parties within his knowl- 
edge, to whom, in bis judgment, this circular should be 
sent, in order to secure its wide circulation among indi- 
viduals and corpcretions, interested or engaged in the 
manufacture, invention or sale of articles or materials 
coming within the scope of Group XVI. 





THE NAVY—GROUP XVII. 


Sir: At a meeting of citizens, convened up»n in vita- 
tion of General Thomas B. Van ‘Buren, U. B Co mmis- 
sioner for the International Exposition to be held at 
Vienna, Austria, in 1873, it was resolved to appoint a 
local advisory committee, to consist of one member for 
each gronp of the classification of subjects arranged by 
Baron de Schwarz-Senborn, the general manager of the 
Exhibition. In the organization of this committee the 
undersigned has been appointed chairman of a sub-com- 
mittee of ee to be named by himself, on Group 
XVII. (the Navy) of the classification of the Exhibition 
above mentioned. He therefore ventures to ask the 
members of the sub-committee, whose names he has the 
honor to append, to aid by their advice, knowl- 
edge and counsel in securing for our country such a 
representative in their group as it is entitled to by the 
achievements of our Navy in warfare, as well as by the 
inventions and improvements in every branch of naval 
construction which have marked each step of its 
history. 

Our Navy has on more than one occasion dictated re- 
construction to the navies of Europe. The success of 
the U. 8. screw steamer Princeton, constructed in 1841, 
the first screw war steamer ever built, with her battery 
of two 12-inch shell guns; the visit of the U. 8. screw 
frigate Merrimac, with her terrible battery of Dahlgren 
shell guns, to England in 1856; and the revolution 
wrought by the iron-clad Monitor, which entered on the 
stage in 1862--may be mentioned as notable examples 
of what has been accomplished in our Nuvy in the way 
of original construction. 

Written suggestions as to the best means of securing 
for the United States a worthy representation in the 
group of the classification are respectfully invited. 
Applications for permission to exhibit, enclosing the 
necessary information, should be addressed to General 
Thomas B. Van Buren, U. S. Commissioner, No. 51 
Chambers street, New York ; or to, 

I. NEwron, 

Chairman of Group XVIL, Advisory Committee, P. O. 
Box 157, New York. 


Sub-Committee on the Navy (Group XV11.) 


The Hon. G. M. Robeson, Secretary of the Navy. 

The Chief of Bureau of Equipment and Reeruiting, 
Commodore W. Reynolds, Navy Department. 

The Chief of Bureau of Navigation, Commodore D. 
Ammen, Navy Department. 

The Chief of Bureau of Ordnance, Rear-Admiral A. L. 
Case, Navy Department. 

The Chief of Bureau of Yards and Docks, Commodore 
C. R. P. Rodgers, Navy Department. 

The Chief of Bureau of Medicines and Surgery, Sur- 
geou-General O. J. C. Palmer, Navy Department. 

The Chief of Bureau of Pensions and Clothing, Pay- 
master-General E. T. Dunn, Navy Department. 

The Chief of Bureau of Construction and Repair, Chief 
Constructor J. Hanscom, Navy Department. 

The Chief of Burean of Steam Engineering, Engineer- 
in-Chiet J. W. King 

John Ericsson. 

C. H. Delamater. 

John Roach. 

R. B. Forbes. 

G. V. Fox. 

William C, Church. 

Frank P. Church. 

T. F. Rowland. 

In general terms suggestions are solicited from all of- 
ficers of the United States Navy, whom the writer begs 
will consider themselves members of this Sub-Com- 
mittee. 








FOREIGN ITEMS. 


A SELECT committee has been appointed at Woolwich 
Arsenal to consider the question of constructing 12-inch 
muzzle-loading rifled guns of 35 and 36 tons for land ser- 
vice, with special reference to their adaptability to the 
casemates and turrets now under construction. 

# In the report of the Chilian Minister of Marine to 
Congress an account is given of the construction of nine 
new war vessels contracted for the Republic by the rep- 
tesentative of Chili in London, with certain shipbuild- 
ers there. These vessels are: Ist. A despatch steamer 
for the Straits of Magellan ; 2d. An iron-clad of six guns, 
800 pounders weighing 12 tons; 3d. An iron-clad ram. 
A pust. has just been fought in France which, we re- 
t to see, has gone all wrong. Lieutenant Domalin, 
of the Navy, who organized a Breton Legion during the 
war, having been maligned in a pamphlet, demanded 
satisfaction from the author, who accorded it, and ran 
the lieutenant through the lungs. The life of the gal- 
lant officer is despaired of, and he lies at the verge of 
death. 


Tue Peruvian government has a law aes 
Peruvians over 2 
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Setar ai The army isto be 
of men of all arms. The exceptions are the only son 
of widow or of father over 60 years; a widower ,with a 
small family; matriculated students; priests, school- 
masters and government employees ; Tawth , those physi- 
cally exem The army is to be kept up by canscrip- 
tion by law. 

It is reported, apparently on good authority, that four 
of the recently-constructed Russian 11-in. steel guns 
have burst upon proof with ordinary battering charges, 
and that the Russian authorities have in consequence 
expressed an official opinion that the powder charge 
given to these new guns of one-sixth the weight of the 
projectile is much too great for their strength, and that 
future trials shall be made with powder charges not ex- 
(e2ding one-tenth the weight of the projectile fired. 


A SERIES of experiments have just been made at 
Bourges with guns of bronze and phosphorus, but that 
composition does not appear to have stood the test so 
well in France as it did at Liege. At Bourges it was 
found that the Montefiore gun exhibited no greater 
powers of resistance than the ordinary bronze cannon, 
to which it was inferior in other respects. As far as the 
composition goes, it is said in France that M. Ruolz dis- 
covered it in 1854, and that two Frenchmen then offered 
aa a present to the Government the same article which 
M. Montefiore desires to sell. 


A SERIOUS mishap lately occurred at Chatham whiie 
the two 35-ton guns, “ Woolwich Infants,” were being 
unloaded. These guns are to be kept at Chatham until 
the Devastation turret-ship, at present at Portsmouth, is 
ready to go to Chatham to take them on board. When 
the first had been raised several feet the breech of the 
gun got higher than the muzzle. The order was then 
given to lower the breech, but when it reached the level 
the engine-driver was unable to stop the engine. The 
result was that the breech got lower than the muzzle, 
and being considerably heavier it slipped through the 
hawsers and fell with a terrific crash into the hold of the 
vessel, which commenced filling at once, and in a few 
minutes went to the bottom of the basin, gans and ull, 
and they are now lying in 27 ft. of water. 


COMPLAINTS are being made in France about the un- 
satisfactory manner in which the soldier performs his 
toilette, especially in camp. There is a rule that a jar 
of water shall stand in each room or hut; but this water 
is intended only for two purposes—to quench thirst and 
lay the dust on the floor. There are orders that this 
water shall not be used for washing; but in cold and 
wet weather the soldier prefers pouring some of it into 
his hands, and thus washing his face, to going out into 
the open air; his hands serve him for a basin, and his 
sheet for a towel. Now, the Bulletin dela Reunion des 
Offciers considers all this insalubrious and unclean, and 
recommends the erection of a covered washing place, 
with conveniences for daily ablution, and a thorough 
scrubbing under the eyes of officers once a-week. 


Tue Moscow Gazette says that the arms of the Russian 
forces are far from being uniform. Out of 728,852 rifles, 
nearly 140,000 ure upon the old system, and there are at 
present three kinds of new rifles in use—the Burden, the 
Carle, and the Krenk. This diversity would be of little 
importance ifa uniform cartridge could be used, but 
the cartridges are as various as the rifles. It appears 
that at the battle of the Alma the Russian sharpshooters, 
armed with the Luttick rifle, were compelled to retire 
from want of cartridges, for the caisson containing their 
ammunition could not be found among the other caissons 
of cartrid at the moment. The troops next to them 
had abundance of ammunition. On the other hand, in 
the late war of 1870-71, during the great sortie at Brie 
and Champigny, the Wurtembergers were in want of 
cartridges at the most critical moment of the day, and 
had not the Saxons supplied them with ammunition they 
must have retreated and have lost their position. 


THE cav boot versus overall controversy is in full 
vigor in the French cavalry. The authorities have not 
yet decided whether the pantaloon and boot to the knee 
should be adopted or not in the French army. The 
French officers say that the boot has no doubt great ad- 
vantages, and allows the rider to have a closer seat on 
horseback, but in wet weather it shrinks, and becomes 
utterly useless, unless retained night and day on the 
leg. In one of the hussar regiments now in camp at 
Roguencourt, near Versailles, the men are wearing a new 

attern of “booted overall,” which looks very well. 
The overall is made of red cloth as usual, but fitting 
rather tight, something like breeches. The leather boot- 
ing is brought up to the knee, and fashioned like a 
“ Neapolitan” boot, so that the soldier looks, at a very 
short distance, as if he wore boots and breeches. The 
leather booting is made to fit pretty tight to the leg, and 
those who have tried it say it is quite as easy to ride in 
as long boots. It is thought not unlikely that these 
overalls will be adopted throughout the French cavalry. 








DuRinG the lust twelve months the number of desert« 
ers from the English army has been so unusually large 
as to excite public attention, and the newspapers are en- 
gaged in discussing means of putting a stop to the ille- 
gal exodus. Last year 8,360 names of deserters were 

ublished, and desertion is still going on at the rate of 
00 or 800 a month. 








Facts FoR THE LapDiEs.—Mrs. M. G. Phillips, Fort 
Ann, N. Y., has had a Wheeler & Wilson Lock-Stitch 
Machine since 1854, doing shirt work and family sewing, 
without repairs, and it is now in eae working order. 
See the new Improvements and Woods’ Lock-Stitch 
Ripper. 








MARRIED 


Announcements of Marriages should be paid forat the rate of 
cents each.) 
Starrorp—Hazzarpv.—At Philadelphia, on the morning of the 
instant, by William Bacon Stevens, Bishop of the Diocese of 
Pennsylvania, Lieutenant J. 8. Stayrorp, U. 5. A., to Laura G. 
— of Joseph P, Hazzard, Esq., of the above 
named , 
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